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THE Council has announced 
that artists Thomas J Price 
and Veronica Ryan will 
create two new public 
artworks honouring 
Hackney’s Windrush 


www.hackney.gov.uk 


Generation — the first 
permanent public sculptures 
in the UK to do so. 

The artworks will be unveiled 
in 2021 and will serve as a 
permanent expression of 


solidarity with the Windrush 
Generation, a recognition 

of the hugely significant 
contribution they have made to 
life in Hackney and the UK. The 
artworks will also address the 
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disproportionate lack of statues 
representing black citizens in 
the country. Thomas J Price’s 
work will be a large-scale 
bronze sculpture, to be placed 
in the centre of the borough, 


outside Hackney Town Hall. 
Veronica Ryan will create a 
series of large marble and 
bronze sculptures representing 
Caribbean fruit and vegetables. 
Please tum to page 7 
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ACKNEY Council 

is continuing 

to support 

vulnerable 
residents as we manage 
the coronavirus pandemic 
and work to get the 
borough back on its feet 
as the lockdown eases. 

The Government has 
announced that from 4 
July, some coronavirus 
restrictions will be eased. 

Pubs, restaurants and 
hairdressers will be able 
to reopen, as long as they 
adhere to strict safety 
guidelines. 

People might need to 
give their details to these 
businesses so that they 
can be contacted if there 
is a local outbreak, and 
they should still maintain 
social distancing. 

Places of worship will be 
able to open for prayers 
and services, but singing 
will not be permitted. 

The Prime Minister 
has also announced that 
some leisure facilities and 
tourist attractions — such 
as cinemas, museums 
and libraries — will also 
be allowed to reopen, 
and Council officers 
will now look in detail 
at the guidance to make 
decisions about Council- 
run facilities and how and 
when they might reopen. 

From 4 July, two 
households will also be 
able to meet up in any 
setting, as long as they 
continue to observe social 
distancing measures. 

If residents are ina 
single adult household, 
they may also forma 
‘support bubble’ with 


The’ loosening of restrictions:doesn’t 
mean:the end of lockdown measures 


another household, 
meaning they do not 
need to observe social 
distancing with that 
household. 

When outside, people 
can continue to meet in 
groups of up to six people 


Supporting vulnerable residents 


THE NHS has told some people 
to ‘shield’ themselves because 
they are clinically vulnerable to 
the virus, but this guidance 
will change from 1 August 

and Government support will 
be paused. 

Shielding residents can get 
food and essential supplies 
delivered by the Government 
until the end of July. If you think 
you should be receiving these, 
you must register by 17 July 


at: gov.uk/coronavirus- 
extremely-vulnerable 

The Council is continuing to 
help with other emergency 
support for other residents 
who have told us they need 
extra help. For information and 
support, visit: hackney.gov. 
uk/coronavirus-support or 


call 020 8356 3111, 8am-5pm, 


Monday to Friday. 
For information on financial 
support, turn to page 9. 


from different households, 
following social 
distancing guidelines. 
People may also now 
stay overnight away from 
their home with their own 
household or ‘support 
bubble’, or with members 


: Council services 


COUNCIL buildings remain 
closed to the public, and 
the Council will continue to 
review how it can reopen 
some buildings in line with 
Government guidance. 
Essential services are still 
being completed. 

If residents have a question 
about Council services 
and do not have internet 
access, they should call: 
020 8356 3000. 


of one other household. 

They must continue 
to stay two metres away 
from each other wherever 
possible. 

Where this is not 
possible, such as in small 
shops and other buildings, 
they should stay at least 
one metre away, with 
additional mitigating 
measures put in place — 
such as mandatory face 
coverings, screens and 
making people face away 
from each other — to lower 
the risk of transmission of 
the virus. 


MORE INFO 


For the latest 
information, visit: 
hackney.gov.uk 


@twitter.com/hackneycouncil 
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HE Council has 

resumed face-to-face 

registration services 

— but warns ofa 
significant backlog after 
coronavirus restrictions 
forced them to close. 

When the Government 
announced lock down 
measures, it meant that 
births, marriages, civil 
partnerships, notice 
appointments, citizenship 
ceremonies and other 
registration services had to 
be delayed. 

Under emergency 
coronavirus legislation, 
registrations of deaths 
were able to be carried 
out over the phone, but all 
other registrations must 
still be done face-to-face, 
something the Mayor of 
Hackney has called on the 
Government to review 
and modernise. 

Earlier this month the 
Government confirmed 
that some registration 
services could begin 
again, provided they were 
carried out in a covid-safe 
environment. 

Staff have been working 
through emergency cases 
and the Council has been 
working hard to make sure 
staff and residents will be 
safe when they attend the 
Hackney Service Centre. 

Measures include 
perspex screens between 
staff and residents, hand 
sanitising stations, shorter 
appointment times where 
possible and interview 
rooms are cleaned after 
each appointment. 
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The Council’s registration service has restarted but the team faces a backlog of work, so please be patient 


people are keen to know 
when their appointment 

or ceremony might be, 
responding takes staff 
away from registration 
duties. The website is being 
updated regularly, so please 
check the relevant pages, 
and please be patient — the 
team will be in touch as 
soon as possible. 


For more 
information, visit: 
hackney.gov.uk 


its way through a backlog 
including registering over 
2,000 births. 

A further 350 couples 
have sadly been unable 
to give their intention 
to marry and 500 
ceremonies have had to be 
cancelled — these will take 
priority when bookings 
recommence. 

Residents are asked 
to check the Council’s 
website for updates rather 
than calling or emailing 
the registrars. While the 
Council understands that 


Following Government 
guidance released this 
week, which permits small 
marriage ceremonies 
from 4 July, the Council is 
working to make 
its ceremony rooms 
covid-secure. 

This means that the 
team is unlikely to be in 
a position to conduct 
ceremonies until after July, 
and are not currently able 
to offer new bookings, 
as they work to rebook 
cancelled ceremonies. 

The team is now working 


support to help businesses reopen safely 


HACKNEY Business 
Network is providing 
free social distancing 
materials and support to 
help businesses to safely 
reopen if they are allowed 
to do so. 

If residents run a 
business in Hackney, 
it’s very important that 
they comply with the 
Government’s covid-secure 
rules if they are planning 
to reopen, or they could 
risk prosecution and 


unlimited fines. employed, they don’t Council financial support 


People must make have to write anything at: hackney.gov.uk/ 
sure that the risk down as part of their risk support-for-business, and 
assessment for assessment. The by joining the Hackney 
their business risk assessment Business Network at 
addresses will help them investinhackney.org or 
the risks of \ decide whether | @hackneybusiness on 
coronavirus, they have done Twitter. The Council has 
using the everything they also paid out around 
guidance to need to. £61million in coronavirus 
inform their Residents grants to more than 4,100 


can download 
posters and other 

materials, find the latest 

guidance and details of 


decisions and 
control measures. 

If they have fewer than 
five workers, or are self- 


businesses, and is now 
processing applications 
to a further discretionary 
fund for other firms. 


Keep yourself 
safe, oad your 
family safe, keep 


Hackney safe 


Dr Sandra Husbands 
Director of Public Health 


TO COMBAT the coronavirus pandemic and keep people 

safe, we’ve been under lockdown. This has been effective 

at reducing the amount of virus in circulation and cutting our 

risk of getting infected. But it’s been a difficult time and we've 

all missed normal things, like being able to meet with friends 
and family. So, it's good news that we'll be able to get back to 
something like life as we knew it before the lockdown. It will 
be tempting to go all out, as the measures are eased and pubs, 
hairdressers, synagogues and churches open up. So, what are 
we allowed to do now? Well, from 4 July: 

e It’s possible to meet in groups with up to two households 
(beyond your support bubble, which counts as one) 

e You can meet outdoors in groups of up to six people, from 
any household 

e You can go to a religious service, not just pray on your own 

e You can visit a pub, restaurant, community centre 
or a library 

e Indoor gyms and leisure centres are staying closed for 
now, but outdoor gyms and play areas will be able to open 

The Office for National Statistics estimates that, on average, 

one in every 1,111 people in the community was infected with 

coronavirus between 8 and 21 June. This is an increase from 
one in 1700 over the previous fortnight. This shows that just 

in the past couple weeks, since lockdown measures started 

to be lifted, more people are getting infected with coronavirus. 

What does this mean? 

Well, the level of coronavirus in circulation is still very low and 

your individual risk of encountering someone who is infected 

while you’re out and about is low. But you must continue 

to take precautions, because you have no way of knowing 

whether someone is infected or not. 

So, while you can meet with friends or family, or go to the 

shops, remember the three Ws: 

e Wash your hands (or use hand sanitiser) 

e Wear amask on public transport (and indoors in 
crowded places) 

e Watch your distance: keep 2m apart, if you can, and at 
least 1m apart, if there’s not room for 2m 

Also, remember that coronavirus can infect anyone and some 

people don’t have any symptoms. So, to protect vulnerable 

members of your family and community, you need to keep 
yourself safe from the virus by following these steps:. 

e _ If you have symptoms of coronavirus — cough, fever or 
loss of taste or smell — isolate yourself for seven days at 
home and book a test 

e If your test result is positive, you will be contacted by a 
Contact Tracer from NHS Test & Trace. It’s important to talk 
to them and let them know who you’ve been in contact 
with, so that they can give them advice. 

e If you’re phoned by NHS Test & Trace and told that you’ve 
been in contact with someone who’s tested positive for 
coronavirus, they will advise you to isolate yourself for 
14 days and book a test if you develop any symptoms. 

It’s important to follow this advice, to break the chain of 
infection. 

If we all practice the three Ws and engage with NHS Test & 

Trace, hopefully, we can keep the virus at bay in Hackney, 

London and beyond. For full guidance, visit: gov.uk/ 

coronavirus 
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LOSE contacts 

of those with 

coronavirus are now 

being traced as part 
of a nationwide programme 
to keep communities safe. 

If someone is experiencing 
symptoms of coronavirus 
such as a cough, high 
temperature or loss of 
smell, they are being asked 
to take a test to confirm if 
they have the virus. If this 
test is positive then the team 
of contact tracers from the 
NHS will get in touch with 
the person and their close 
contacts and ask them to 
self-isolate for 14 days. 

Close contacts include 
someone who has spent 
more than 15 minutes with 
a person at a distance of 
less than two metres (or six 
feet), household members 
and those who have had 
face-to-face conversations 
at a distance of less than 
one metre. 

To be included in the 
tracing programme these 
contacts must have taken 
place within a nine- 
day period, starting 48 
hours before the person’s 
symptoms appeared. 

Dr Sandra Husbands, 
Director of Public Health 
at Hackney Council, 
said: “The next step in 
keeping people safe from 
coronavirus is contact 
tracing. This is when a 
person who is infected 
recounts their movements 
and people they’ve been 


Booking a test 


TESTING is available to anyone 
who is experiencing symptoms 
of coronavirus. The test must be 
taken within three-five days of 
symptoms appearing. 

You can visit the mobile 
testing centre in Dalston, drive 
to a regional test centre or 
order a test directly to your 
home by calling 119 or booking 
online at: nhs.uk/ask-for-a- 
coronavirus-test 

If you have symptoms, you'll 


usually need to self-isolate for at 


least seven days. If you live with 
someone who has symptoms, 


you'll usually need to self-isolate 


for 14 days. 


in contact with to an NHS 
contact tracer, to build up 
a picture of who else might 
have been exposed to the 
virus. As coronavirus 1s 
highly infectious, it is really 
important for those with 
the virus to take part in 
contact tracing to limit the 
spread of the virus through 
the community. 

“Tt is imperative that we 
all take part in this process, 
from contacting the NHS 
Test and Trace service if you 
have a positive test result, 
to self-isolating if you are 
contacted yourself. 

“We must do this to keep 
Hackney safe.” 

Cllr Chris Kennedy, 
Cabinet Member for Adults, 
Public Health and Leisure, 
said: “Contact tracing is 
a fundamental stage of 
controlling the coronavirus 
outbreak. 

“Tf you have symptoms 
of coronavirus you must 
self-isolate, order a test and 
if that is positive take part 
in the tracing programme. 


STAY ALERT 10 
THE SYMPTOMS 


TESTING and tracing is key to 
combating the spread of covid- 
19. If you are contacted by the 
NHS contact tracing system and 
told you've been in contact with 
a person who has coronavirus, 


you will need to self-isolate (stay 


at home) for 14 days from the 


day you were last in contact with 


the person. 

Do not leave your home for 
any reason — if you need food or 
medicine, order it online or by 
phone, or ask friends and family 
to drop it off at your home. 


rt thtih 
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How 
manual 
contact 
tracing 


works Person tests positive for 


coronavirus 


Mayor Glanville, pictured centre, at the Mobile Test Centre in Dalston 
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infected person speaks to contact tracer or fills in online form 
giving details of who they have been physically close to 


The service will be using a 
single phone number, which 
is: 0300 013 5000. 

No-one contacted as a 
result of someone testing 
positive for coronavirus 
will be told the person’s 
identity who entered 
their information. All 
information provided to the 
programme will be handled 
via a secure website. 


We must all work together 
as a community to prevent 
another lockdown and to 
save lives.” 

A link will be sent to those 
with a positive coronavirus 
test via text or email for 
them to input their recent 
contacts. For those who 
don’t have internet access 
one of the 25,000 NHS 
contact tracers will call. 


1 


Low risk contact 
No need to self-isolate 


Close contact (high risk) 
asked to self-isotate 
for 14 days 


Close contact: 
a face-to-face contact, or 
someone you have spent 
more than 15 minutes in 
close proximity to 


For more on the NHS contact tracing programme, visit: 
contact-tracing.phe.gov.uk. If you subsequently feel 
you may be developing covid-19 symptoms, you should 
promptly call the NHS on 111 or visit the website: 
111.nhs.uk/covid-19 


Source: Public 
Health England 


No symnptorns after 
14 days, contact 
given all clear 


Do other people 
in my house- 
hold have to 


i symptoms 
develop, contact 
tested and treated 


THE Government announced 
that Hackney will receive 
£3 million to support the 


Councils, has also been 
designated as a learning 
hub, developing a localised 


council officers will support 
the central Government track 
and trace programme. 


self isolate? next stage in combating knowledge base for the Councils will be the interface 
coronavirus through the local contact tracing system between local, regional and 
PEOPLE you live with do not public health system. to combat the coronavirus national programmes building 
need to self-isolate if you do not As well as this funding outbreak. on skills and connections 
have symptoms. Hackney Council, alongside Deploying their local already established by Local 
However, if you live with Camden, Barnetand Newham knowledge and expertise, Authorities’ public health work. 


someone at higher risk from 
coronavirus, try to arrange for 


Coronavirus testing and immigration status 


them t with friends or 

: : asiay i THE Council is reminding of immigration status. undergoing testing or treatment 
family for 14 days while you are , P . : 
self-isolating. residents that no charges will The same is true of NHS for coronavirus. 


be made in the diagnosis or treatment for most other The NHS 111 service also 


If that is not possible, you eet : . ; 

: 1 5 treatment of coronavirus, in a infectious diseases. has access to translators for 

can find advice on how to avoid : : 
: : bid to make sure all residents There are also no those who need them. 

spreading coronavirus to people ; . : PEC : . 

ey oe P are accessing testing. This immigration checks required Call 111 to find out more 
you live with at NHS online. ; ae : : 

applies to everyone, regardless _ for overseas visitors that are information. 


www.hackney.gov.uk 


HE Council is 
urging people 
to respect the 
borough’s parks, 
after unacceptable scenes at 
London Fields in the past 
few weeks have seen the 
park left covered in litter; 
people urinating against 
trees, in people’s gardens 
and outside their front 
doors; defecation in the 
park’s woodland; and loud 
music and noise continuing 
late into the night. 
Residents in nearby streets 
and estates have reported 
significant disruption to 
their lives in recent weeks, 
with the behaviour in 
London Fields making them 
feel unwelcome in the park. 
The Council has already 
put extensive measures 
in place to manage issues 
and prevent damage at 
London Fields and other 
parks: installing large 
bins, opening toilets (with 
additional cleaning), 
additional summer waste 
collections earlier than 
usual, issuing over 300 
fines for urinating and 
littering across Hackney, 
and printing dozens of 
banners reminding people 
of the guidance. 
Following people’s 
behaviour in the past 
few weeks, there are now 
additional security guards 
at London Fields to support 
parks and enforcement staff 
to keep it safe and clean. 
The Council is also 
investigating further legal 
measures to tackle the issues 
and it will recruit additional 


"Parks arenit) = 
festival sites’ 
= Ae fore 
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Rubbish time: above, what’s been left behind after London Fields crowds move on 


enforcement officers for the 
borough’s parks and other 
areas over the summer. 
People visiting the 
borough’s parks are being 
asked to: 
¢ Take rubbish 
home with them 
or put it ina bin 
¢ Go home to 
use the toilet, 
and only use 
parks toilets if 
this isn’t possible 
¢ Treat each other, the 
park, and its neighbours 
with respect. 


Cllr Jon Burke, Hackney 
Council Cabinet Member 
for Energy, Waste, 
Transport and Public 


Realm, said: “Our staff are 
working tirelessly to keep 
parks maintained and safe 
for those who don’t have 
outside space, but the selfish 
actions of a few 
are preventing 
local residents 
from being 
able to enjoy 
the park. 
We've already 
taken extensive 
measures — at 
significant cost 
to the Council - but 
are continuing to work 
with residents on further 
measures.” 
Cllr Caroline Selman, 
Hackney Council Cabinet 
Member for Community 


Safety, Policy, and the 
Voluntary Sector, said: 
“Hackney Council 
enforcement officers 
have been working hard 
alongside their parks 
colleagues to keep our parks 
open, issuing over 300 fines 
in recent weeks to tackle 
some of the unacceptable 
behaviour we have seen. 
“While the extra security 
staff and enforcement 
officers will help manage 
some of the issues in 
London Fields and around 
the borough, we’re urgently 
investigating further legal 
options to help reduce the 
pressure on the park and 
residents in nearby streets 
and estates.” 


29 June 2020 


5 


news 


New covid-19 study is calling 
for BAME participants 

SCIENTISTS are calling on the 

public to sign up to a new study Pp FE p LE 
that will help identify who is most 

at risk of contracting covid-19 and 

why some become more ill than eile 
others — particularly people from “WE NEED ANSWERS... NEED ANSWERS... 
black, Asian and minority ethnic went tcp 
backgrounds. The Covidence-UK 

study, led by Queen Mary ieee 

of London, aims to recruit at 

least 12,000 people aged 16 or over from across the UK, 
including those who have already had proven or suspected 
covid-19 and those who have not. Study lead, Adrian 
Martineau, Professor of Respiratory Infection and Immunity, 
explains: “If we can reach our 12,000 target, particularly 
if a significant proportion of participants have already had 
a positive test for covid-19, then we should be able to get 
some early results in the next few weeks.” To sign up, visit: 
qmul.ac.uk/covidence. 

£100k emergency fund set up 
for migrants and refugees 
THE Council has announced 

a£100k fund to support local 

residents financially impacted 

by the pandemic, but unable to 

access the welfare system due 

to their immigration status, as it 

Calls on the Government to scrap 

the ‘no recourse to public funds’ 

condition. In a letter to the Home 

Secretary Priti Patel, Mayor of Hackney Philip Glanville and 
cabinet colleagues urged the Government to address its 
failure to provide support to migrants and refugees during 
the pandemic. They said: “The role of local authorities should 
be to provide humanitarian assistance to anyone who needs 
it, no matter their immigration status or background. To be 
able to do this, we are urging you to scrap the ‘no recourse 
to public funds’ condition, or at the very least, suspend this 
condition during the coronavirus pandemic, to allow public 
services to support everyone that needs help.” 


Council calls on Government to help with post-lockdown support for rough sleepers 


THE Council has said it 

is committed to making 
sure that none of the 
rough sleepers currently in 
emergency accommodation 
will be asked to return to 
the streets, including those 
with no recourse to public 
funds — and is calling on 
central Government to do 
the same. 

The Council is helping 
170 people in emergency 
accommodation to make 
sure those sleeping rough 


during the covid-19 crisis 
have a safe place to live. 
In March, the Council 
booked hotel rooms to 
help rough sleepers safely 
isolate, many of whom 
have physical or mental 
health needs. 

The Street Outreach 
Team has been able to 
build trust with some of 
the borough’s longest- 
standing rough sleepers. 
The Council wants to 
ensure this work is not 


undone as lockdown lifts. 
Deputy Mayor Cllr 
Rebecca Rennison, 
Cabinet Member for 
Finance, Housing Needs 
and Supply, has written to 
Dame Louise Casey, who 
is leading a Government 
task force. She said: “The 
Government has a once- 
in-a-lifetime opportunity 
to end homelessness right 
now, and we’ve been very 
clear about how they can 
go about that — through 


additional funding, by 
considering the needs of 
those with no recourse 

to public funds, and 
understanding that an 
integrated approach is 
needed — rough sleeping 
is complex and cannot be 
solved by accommodation 
alone. As a Council, we 
know that we can’t sit 
back and wait for the 
Government task force 
to report back, so we 
have a working group 


that is putting in place 
longer-term options; 
we've block-booked hotel 
accommodation and are 
considering on a case- 
by-case basis the support 
each individual will need 
moving forward. 
“However, we must 
be clear that we cannot 
do this alone — we need 
the Government to stand 
up and guarantee that 
‘everybody in’ means 
‘everybody in for good’.” 
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ORE roads across 
the borough are 
set to be closed 
by the Council 

to support residents to walk 
and cycle, maintain social 
distancing and protect them 
from increased traffic as 
lockdown eases. 

The Council is also set 
to improve strategic cycle 
routes, expand its road 
safety and cycle training 
programmes and introduce 
schemes in two of the 
borough’s busy town centres 
to aid social distancing 
and support people to get 
around safely. 

These measures are part of 
a post-lockdown transport 
strategy, as part of which the 
Council, with funding from 
Transport for London’s 
Streetspace programme, 
has already introduced 
road closures at Broadway 
Market, Barnabas Road, 
Gore Road, Ashenden Road 
and Ufton Road, pavement 
widening at seven locations, 
and announced that it will 
introduce School Streets at 
an additional 40 schools (see 
panel, far right). 

Cllr Jon Burke, Hackney 
Council Cabinet Member 
for Energy, Waste, Transport 
and Public Realm, said: 

“We know that 70 per cent 
of people in Hackney do 
not own a car, yet there is a 
clear risk that as lockdown 
eases and public transport 
use remains low the number 
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Post-lockdown transport plan aims to 
protect residents from increased traffic 


School Streets such as the one in place outside Gayhurst Primary School, E8, are set to be expanded 


How can residents have their say? 


ALL of the measures would be implemented temporarily under 
experimental traffic orders for a maximum period of 18 months, 
giving residents the chance to have their say on how they work in 
practice before any are made permanent. 

Letters will be sent to residents in the area around every closure, 
outlining how they can have their say. 


What about access for residents and 


emergency vehicles? 


Access for residents and businesses would be maintained 
from either side of closures, and emergency services would 


be able to drive through. 


For further details, visit: hackney.gov.uk/ 
coronavirus-transport-strategy 


of cars on our roads will 
increase. 

“We’re under no 
illusions about the scale 
of intervention required 
to support walking and 
cycling, and protect people 
from increased traffic. 

“We are acting quickly 
to close roads and widen 
pavements so we can 
prevent the secondary 
effects of coronavirus from 
exacerbating existing road 
safety issues, deadly air 
pollution, and the transport 
emissions that are driving 
the climate emergency.” 


School Streets: traffic to be 
banned outside 40 schools 


SCHOOL Streets — where 
motor traffic is banned from 
outside schools at opening 
and closing times — will 
be introduced at 
almost every 
primary school 
in Hackney by 
September, 
as part of the 
Council’s radical 
plan to aid social 
distancing, support walking 
and cycling and protect 
people from an increase in 
traffic as lockdown eases. 
The rollout of School 
Streets to 40 new schools 
follows the Council’s 
successful bid for £350,000 


from Transport for London’s 
Streetspace programme. 
The Council will implement 
the scheme, contributing 
an additional 
£100,000 towards 
the project. 
Nine School 
Streets are 
already in place 
in Hackney, with 
evidence from 
the first four showing 
that traffic reduced by an 
average of 68 per cent, 
the number of children 
cycling to school increased 
by 51 per cent and vehicle 
emissions outside schools 
are down by 74 per cent. 


Streetspace: further 20 roads 
could close to through-traffic 


AFURTHER 20 roads in 
Hackney could be closed to 
through-traffic to aid social 
distancing and support 
walking and cycling, as part 
of radical emergency 
road safety plans. 
The Council 
has secured 
funding from 
TfL’s Streetspace 
programme for the 
closures, nine of which 
would create new low traffic 
neighbourhoods in Hoxton 
West, and the Haggerston 
and London Fields areas. 
Closures at a further 


11 roads are targeted at 
residential areas known 
to be used as ‘rat-runs’ by 
drivers keen to avoid main 
roads. Residents would still 
be able to access 
their homes from 
either side of 
the closures. 
Because 
the proposals 
in Hoxton, and 
Haggerston and 
London Fields affect more 
than one ward, these will 
be considered by the 
Council's Cabinet at a 
meeting tonight. 


For employment or housing 
advice, turn to Hackney Works 


RESIDENTS whose job or 
income has been affected 
by the pandemic, or who 

are concerned about their 
housing situation, can talk to 
a member of the Hackney 
Works team about 
employment options. 
Whether they are 
looking for that first 
job, want to progress 
further or have been 
out of work for a while, 
Hackney Works advisors 
can help. The team provides 
free CV development and 
interview preparation and 
can help find training, 


—_ 


volunteering, work 
placements, apprenticeships 
and job opportunities. Visit: 
hackneyworks.hackney. 
gov.uk, email: hackney 
worksinfo@hackney. 
gov.uk or call: 020 
8356 5700. For 

| information on 
benefits, visit: 
understanding 
universalcredit. 
gov.uk or see 
betteroffcalculator.co.uk/ 
free. For the Citizens Advice 
Help to Claim Service, visit: 
eastendcab.org.uk or call: 
0800 144 8 444, 


First fruits of easing restrictions in markets 


THE Council is working 
hard to get the borough’s 
markets up and running 
again, as lockdown 
measures are lifted. 

Ridley Road Market, 
E8, has remained open 
throughout, selling food 
and other essentials, with 
strict measures in place to 
allow social distancing 
and limit the number of 
people in the market at 
any one time. 

Last week the number 
of traders was increased 
from 20 to 40, with non- 


essential stalls returning to 
the market, and opening 
hours were extended 
to 8am-4pm Monday- 
Saturday, with final entry 
at 3.30pm. 

Over the coming weeks, 
more traders will return. 

To help residents easily 
access fresh food, one of 
Ridley Road’s traders has 
opened a temporary stall 
selling fruit and vegetables 
on Well Street, and will 
be open from 8am-4pm 
Monday-Saturday. 

In light of updated 


a —— 


A fruit and veg stall open at 
Ridley Road Market, E8 


guidance, the Council is 
now looking to open its 
other markets and outdoor 
trading sites as soon as it is 
safe to do so. 

Hoxton Market and 
Kingsland Road Market 
are both scheduled to open 
from 4 July and traders at 
Leonard Street, Old Street, 
Hoxton Street and The 
Narrow Way will be back 
from 6 July. 

For further updates 
follow @marketshackney 
on Instagram or visit: 
news.hackney.gov.uk 


www.hackney.gov.uk 


lovehackney.uk/windrush-generations-festival 
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Continued from page 1 


It follows an extensive 
consultation process 

that began in 2018. The 
drawing up of a shortlist 
of candidates, the final 
decision to commission 
Thomas J Price and 
Veronica Ryan was made 
by a panel including 
Hackney residents, 
Windrush campaigners, 
artists, architects and local 
councillors including Cllr 
Carole Williams — the 
Council’s Windrush Lead 
and Cabinet Member for 
Employment, Skills and 
Human Resources. 

The panel was chaired 
by Mark Sealy, director 
of Hackney-based gallery 
Autograph ABP, with 
approval from the Mayor 
of Hackney, Phillip 
Glanville. 

Using photo archives, 
observations and digital 3D 
scans of Hackney residents, 
Thomas J Price will create 
a large-scale bronze 
sculpture, which will be 
placed in the centre of the 
borough, outside Hackney 
Town Hall. 

This larger-than-life 
physical representation of 
people from the African 
Caribbean diaspora will 
be a bold celebration of 
the legacy and cultural 
influence of the Windrush 
Generation, while also 
seeking to address the 
disproportionate lack of 
statues representing black 
citizens in the UK. 

Veronica Ryan will create 
a series of large marble 
and bronze sculptures 
representing Caribbean 
fruit and vegetables. 
Speaking of her inspiration, 
Veronica said: “I have 
memories of going to 
Ridley Road Market with 
my mother as a child to buy 
fruit and vegetables, fabrics, 
and sewing materials. 

“Little did I know, those 
early experiences would 
become essential material 
for my practice as an artist. 

“T remember as a 
toddler during the 1950s, 
the difficulties my young 
hopeful parents from 
Montserrat dealt with, 


li 


ae 


inysolida 


to honour Hackney:s Windr 


4 


navigating a new country 
and often inhospitable 
circumstances.” 

Mayor Glanville said: 
“We are thrilled to be 
welcoming the work 
of Thomas J Price and 
Veronica Ryan to Hackney. 
These very different works 
by two leading black artists 
will represent a symbol 
of our borough’s ongoing 
commitment to honouring 
the contribution the 
Windrush Generation has 
made to our borough. 

“Since 2018, we have 
been in conversations with 
cultural experts and our 
local community about 
the commission and the 
significance it brings to not 
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only our borough but the 
story of Black History in 
the UK. 

“While our commitment 
to this work has long 
predated the current debate 
about better and more 
diverse representation in the 
public sphere we’re proud, 
as we undergo our review 
of landmarks and naming 
of public spaces, to be able 
to make this announcement 
on Windrush Day 2020.” 


Veronica Ryan. and ThomasjiPrice chosen 
Hemgeneration 


Cllr Williams said: 
“We’re proud to be home 
to one of the largest black 
British populations in the 
UK and we’re committed 
to recognising the ongoing 
contributions they bring 
through celebration, 
support and honour. 

The announcement of 

our Windrush artwork 

is another example of 

how we stand by those 
commitments and insist on 


~~ 


visibility and gratitude to 
black British people within 
our civic and accessible 


spaces.” 
Mark Sealy said: “I’m 
delighted that Thomas 
and Veronica have been 
chosen for these incredibly 
important public art 
commissions. It’s been 
an engaging and deeply 
participatory process from 
all those involved.” 
Thomas J Price said: 
“This is an amazing 
opportunity to show 
how people connected to 
Windrush are part of the 
very fabric of this country. I 
feel honoured to be part of 
this celebration of its legacy, 
especially as my Jamaican 


grandmother came over as 
a nurse. 

“Hackney is a place I 
know well and is close 
to my heart. I was born 
and raised in London and 
frequently visited Hackney 
to see friends long before 
I started to come to the 
area for arts and cultural 
activities. 

“T am very excited to 
work with the people of 
Hackney on this project, 
and it’s my hope that 
this piece will challenge 
social perceptions and 
receive engagement from 
audiences that are often left 
out of traditional gallery 
environments.” 

Veronica added: “The 
chance to work on this 
commission is really 
brilliant and exciting. | 
look forward to realising 
this timely project during 
this pivotal moment 
for transformation, 
positive representations 
of cultural diversity, and 
tangible visibility in public 
sculpture. It is wonderful 
that Hackney is taking this 
initiative.” 

The project, in 
partnership with Create, is 
part of the Council’s wider 
Windrush Engagement 
Programme that started in 
2018 and works with over 
3,000 Windrush elders and 
their descendants. 


MORE INFO 


For details, visit: 
f hackney.gov.uk/ 
windrush-artwork 
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Have your say 
on changes to motorcycle 
parking in Hackney 
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Do you commute to work on a motorcycle or park one at home in Hackney? 
We are proposing to introduce parking permits and visitor parking charging for 
motorcycles to encourage riders to switch to less polluting models. We are also 
proposing to improve security by introducing lockable motorcycle bays. 


Have your say on the proposals and speak to Council staff at online engagement 
events in July and August. 

For more information and to register for our online engagement sessions, please visit 
consultation.hackney.gov.uk and search for motorcycles or call 020 8356 4008 on the 
following dates and times to have your questions answered: 


Call-in session 1: Monday, 6 July 14:00-18:00 
Call-in session 2: Wednesday, 22 July 16:00-20:00 


Visit: consultation.hackney.gov.uk and search for motorcycles 
Email: parking.policy@hackney.gov.uk 


havell[your]] say @ Hackney 


KEEP UP 
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ESIDENTS who 

have continued 

to pay their rent 

and Council Tax 
despite the uncertainty 
caused by the coronavirus 
emergency have been 
thanked for helping 
families facing financial 
difficulty — with the 
Council encouraging those 
with money troubles to 
make the most of the help 
on offer. 

The cost of delivering 
essential support such as 
adult and children’s social 
care, education and help for 
homeless families — as well 
as maintaining other services 
like waste collections — 
has expanded during 
the pandemic. 

Meanwhile, the Council 
has continued to manage 
it’s 30,000 Council homes 


THE Council Tax Reduction 
scheme means that low 
income families in Hackney 
can receive up to 85 per 
cent off their Council Tax — 
and qualifying households 
will now automatically 

get an additional £150 off 
this year’s bill. If you don’t 
qualify or are still struggling, 
talk to the Council — it can 
discuss other options for 
financial support or the most 
affordable way to pay. 


@ 020 8356 3154 


@ council.tax@ 
hackney.gov.uk 


www.facebook.com/WeLoveHackney; & 
twitter.com/LoveHackney & 


and provide vital services 
for residents throughout the 
lockdown to help, including 


HARDSHIP suffered as a result 
of the pandemic will not be 
used to evict any tenants. But 
income received from rentis still 
vital to maintain and improve 
the Council’s 30,000 homes for 
existing and future residents. In 
many cases, residents will be 
able to receive help to pay their 
rent through Universal Credit 
or housing benefit. Talk to the 
Financial Inclusion team who 
can help you maximise your 
income or access support. 


® 020 8356 3100 


@ @ income. services@ 
hackney.gov.uk 


additional support for those 
most vulnerable. 


many people’s incomes hard, 


those who can afford it are 


With the pandemic hitting _ being asked to continue 


IF YOU are a leaseholder and 
have a mortgage you should 
speak to your lender about 
your mortgage payments 

— most have agreed with 
the Government not to take 
action for three months if 
you cannot pay. If you are 
struggling to pay your service 
charge, talk to the Council to 
discuss your circumstances 
and any assistance that may 
be available to you. 


@ 020 8356 2299 


@ service.charges@ 
hackney.gov.uk 


ARESIDENT had 
been struggling 
with her rent and 
Council Tax since 
being placed on 
statutory sick pay 
in January. Since 
she called the 
Council in May, 

it has helped her 
apply for Council 
Tax Reduction, 
which means her 


bill has been reduced by 73 per cent. A self-employed resident 
contacted the Council to tell it that a big part of his income has 
been reduced during the pandemic. When he called up, the Council 
recalculated the Council Tax bill based on his current income. Now 
his bills are lower he can continue making payments. 
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you and we want to do 
everything we can to help.” 
Cllr Clayeon McKenzie, 
Cabinet Member for 
Housing Services, said: 
“The coronavirus crisis has 


paying their council tax 

or council rent so that 

those who have been most 

affected financially can be 

prioritised for support. 
Cllr Rebecca Rennison, 


Deputy Mayor and Cabinet —_ brought home just how 
Member for Finance, said: important a safe, secure 
“Tm hugely grateful to and affordable place to 
everyone who has continued __ live is, and it’s vital that 
to pay their Council Tax we keep services going 


for Council residents but 
also continue to protect 
our Council homes for 
future generations. 

“T want to say thank 
you to those who have 
continued to pay their 
rent or service charges 
during unprecedented 
circumstances, but also 
reassure those who have 
had difficulty that help is 
there — talk to us so that 
we can provide the right 
support for you.” 


in what is an incredibly 
uncertain time. 

“You’re funding vital 
frontline services and 
enabling us to support 
thousands of residents 
who have been placed in 
difficulty by the coronavirus 
crisis through no fault of 
their own. 

“But if you’re having 
money troubles because of 
the pandemic, please talk 
to us — we’ve put extra help 
in place for people just like 


THE Council has 
invested an additional 
£500,000 in the 
Discretionary Crisis 
Support Scheme 

for urgent financial 
support with 
emergency needs 
and a further £120,000 
for Discretionary 
Housing Payments 

to help pay rent. 


® hackney.gov. 
uk/coronavirus- 
financial-support 


©@ 020 8356 3399 


support for renters facing illegal evictions and harassment 


PRIVATE renters who 

are facing harassment or 
threats of eviction from 
their landlord — despite 

a ban on removing tenants 
during the coronavirus 
crisis — are being 
encouraged to become 
aware of their rights and 


seek help from the Council. 


Last month, the 
Government extended the 
pause on all eviction action 
against private renters 
until 23 August 2020-a 


move that followed calls 
through Hackney Council’s 
#BetterRenting campaign 
to continue the ban and 
provide additional support 
to private renters struggling 
as a result of the pandemic. 
Where a landlord isn’t 
playing by the rules, the 
Council can provide advice 
and guidance to tenants, 
speak with the landlord to 
make sure they understand 
the law, and mediate to 
help resolve any disputes. 


Meanwhile, with the 
wider impact of covid-19 
certain to last beyond the 
deadline, the Council is 
calling on the Government 
to provide more long-term 
support to private renters. 

Last month, the Council 
wrote to the Housing 
Minister, Robert Jenrick 
MP, to make the case for 
a plan to provide private 
renters with long-term 
security — particularly if 
they have built up arrears 


during the eviction freeze. 
Cllr Sem Moema, 
Mayoral Advisor for 
Private Renting and 
Housing Affordability, 
said: “Even before the 
pandemic hit, Hackney’s 
30,000 private renters 
didn’t have the protection 
they deserved — it’s now 
even more vital that the 
Government provides 
genuine and long-term 
security to avoid a surge 
in evictions later down the 


line. But in the meantime, 
landlords in Hackney 
must play by the rules 
and tenants need to know 
their rights. If you face 
any kind of harassment 
or threat of eviction from 
your landlord, let us 
know so we can intervene. 
If residents need help, 
call the Council’s housing 
advice team on: 020 8356 
2929 or visit: hackney.gov. 
uk/housing-options. For 
independent advice, call 


Shelter (0344 515 1540, 
shelter.org.uk), Citizens 
Advice Hackney (020 3855 
4472, eastendcab.org.uk) 
or Praxis (020 7749 7608, 
praxis.org.uk). For a list of 
support, see: hackney.gov. 
uk/money-advice. 


” 
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Performers from Hoxton Hall. Right: the Grand Union Orchestra 


NEW festival 
exploring working- 
class identity, a 
photo exhibition 
on the concept of home, 

a cross-cultural orchestra, 
sensory dance film, 
community mural and a 
guerrilla poetry project will 
all share £85,000 from the 
second round of Hackney 
Council’s Shoreditch and 
Hoxton Art Fund. 

The fund, a key part of the 
borough’s Arts and Cultural 
Strategy, is designed to 
ensure everyone benefits 
from growth in Shoreditch 
and Hoxton. The fund is 
accrued from levies placed 
on new developments in 
and around Shoreditch 
and Hoxton. 

The round two fund of 
£85,000 will be shared 
among the six successful 
applicants (see box, right). 

Cllr Guy Nicholson, 
Hackney’s Cabinet Member 
for Planning, Culture and 


Autograph ABP gallery 
(in partnership with Mouth that Roars) 
Shoreditch-based art and photography 
gallery Autograph ABP has partnered with 
youth film training organisation Mouth That 
Roars to present a photography exhibition 
called #HackneyisHome. £20k 


Grand Union Orchestra 

The long-running music organisation will 
create an intergenerational, cross-cultural 
orchestra painting a live, acoustic musical 


picture of the contemporary spirit of Hoxton. 


They will recruit participants to form a 
street band to perform in parks and Hoxton 
Market. £17.3k 


Hoxton Hall: ‘#CLASS’ 

Hoxton Hall theatre are now working ona 
mulit-artform festival of live performances 
exploring working-class identity called 
#CLASS. This complements their current 
work on ‘Hoxton Street’ — an interactive live 
drama that was funded in the first round of 
the Shoreditch and Hoxton Art Fund. £6k 


Ministry of Stories: ‘Poetry in 
Unexpected Places’ 

The Ministry of Stories is a local writing and 
youth mentoring centre. They will develop 
‘Poetry in Unexpected Places’ — a guerilla 
project to enable young writers to create 
poetry. £20k 


Snooze Fabric 

Artist duo Snooze Fabric will work with local 
young people to produce a prominent mural 
on Hoxton Street. Art workshops will explore 
and represent the value of community. £6k 


Studio Wayne McGregor 

(in partnership with Shoreditch Trust 

and Museum of the Home) 

This partnership will create a 20-minute 
dance film called ‘HOME’ that will explore the 
ever-changing concept of home including 
personal interpretations on gentrification, 
displacement and migration through dance 
and film. £15.5k 


Inclusive Economy, said: we value their work and =z 
“We hope these grants will demonstrates the importance For more,visit: 
provide some fraction of Hackney places on their hackney.gov.uk/ 
reassurance to how much talents and skills.” culture 


Role of statues and place names under review 


THE role of statues and 
the naming of public 
spaces will be reviewed 
to ensure they best reflect 
Hackney’s diversity and 
history of fighting racism. 
The review, led by 
Hackney Council, will 
hear the views of residents, 
partners and others about 
how to tackle public spaces 


named after slave and disability groups in public The museum, run by an 
plantation owners. spaces. independent charity has 
The Council will also The borough’s former launched a consultation on 
take part in the Mayor of Geffrye Museum — which the future of the statue of 
London’s Commission is housed in almshouses Sir Robert that stands in 
for Diversity in the Public built with money from Sir front of the building. 
Realm, which will focuson Robert Geffrye, a merchant For more details 
increasing representation involved with the slave about the review and 
among London’s diverse trade —is planning to opportunities for residents 
communities, women, the reopen later this year as to have their say, visit: news. 


LGBTQ+community and the MuseumoftheHome. __hackney.org 
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Tackling inequality and racism 
is at the core of Council’s work 


LIKE many imperfect allies of Hackney’s black community, 
the horrific death of George Floyd and the Black Lives Matter 
movement has caused me to stop and reflect on what | can 
do, as your Mayor, to bring about change. 

At the same time, we are seeing clear evidence that 
people from black and south Asian backgrounds are more 
likely to catch coronavirus, and that migrant populations 
are disproportionately represented in the number of deaths. 
While the reasons for this are complex and nuanced, it’s 
been completely unacceptable to see national reports into 
this with no recommendations or action by ministers. We will 
continue to hold them to account. 

I’ve been inspired by the peaceful protests, emotional 
appeals and direct messages I’ve received from so many 
people over the last few weeks, and | was proud to stand in 
solidarity with residents in Hackney over the past month. | 
hear the anger, sorrow and calls for action. 

Hackney has a strong tradition of standing up to racism 
and we are a proud, diverse borough, but saying that isn’t 
enough — the injustices and structural racism faced by black 
communities are more apparent than ever. Their voices must 
be heard. 

Tackling inequality and racism is at the core of my politics 
and the Council’s work. It’s why we’ve run programmes to 
listen to and improve the life chances of young black men, 
championed and campaigned against the injustices faced by 
Windrush generation, and established forums for our young 
people to influence policing and community safety. Pulling 
all those themes together has also been the Hackney Young 
Futures Commission, who have just handed the Council their 
70-point plan for change. 

So | recognise we must do more. The symbols of our 
borough’s historic links to the slave trade — whether statues 
or building, street and park names — don’t reflect what 
Hackney is today. We must all educate ourselves about these 
issues, which is why | have not just announced a review 
into the naming of these public spaces, but also working to 
enhance our local curriculum with more materials on how 
black history has shaped our community. 

I'm determined that this work should not just be about 
removing things, but about finding new ways to celebrate our 
culture. That’s why | was delighted last week to announce 
two new pieces of public art that will honour the Windrush 
generation and their contribution to our borough — the first 
in the UK — which you can see on the front page. | can’t think 
of a better way to say who we are as a borough than by 
commissioning two black artists to create these visionary 
sculptures. Our award-winning Windrush Generations Festival 
continues this week at lovehackney.uk. 


As our borough starts to reopen on Saturday, it’s more 
essential than ever that everyone plays their part in 
preventing another wave of coronavirus infections. Despite 
the Prime Minister’s dangerous rhetoric, the easing of some 
restrictions do not mean a free-for-all or that life gets back 
to normal. 

In the interests of our incredible key workers, our economy 
and the health of those around us, please continue to look 
after Hackney, shop locally and act responsibly. 

Philip Glanville, Mayor of Hackney 


~~ Gypsy, Roma and Traveller History STIL on 
== » Month celebrates the importance Of |) sono cpseso 


am [ ly, especial ly u nder loc kdown Traveller organisation is 


sharing videos, photos, of 
notable firsts, as it is the first 
Gypsies, Roma and Travellers 
History Month in lockdown. 
Visit their page at: facebook. 
com/LonGypsyTraveller, 

or go to: londongypsiesand 
travellers.org.uk 


IHROUGHOUT 
June, Hackney 
Housing Traveller’s 
Service has been 

helping raise awareness of 

Gypsy, Roma and Traveller 

(GRT) communities to 

mark Gypsy, Roma and 

Traveller History Month 

(GRTHM). 

There are an estimated 
300,000 GRTs in Britain 
with a community of 
around 800 in Hackney 
including 400 children. 

To mark GRTHM, 

a group of Hackney 

Traveller residents have 

produced some doorstep 

photography to document 
life in lockdown. 

Mena Mongan spoke 
about her experience of 
being in lockdown. 

She said: “I found it 
quite straining, it’s had an 
awful emotional impact 
upon families because we 
are a very close connected 
community. 


“So it has been quite a i 
challenge to keep apart 
from our elders and isolate : 
ourselves for their sake and J 


for our own sake. 
“We feel so blessed that 


our elders are still with us ; 
and that we are still here to ; 
talk about the isolation. 5 
“We just wanted a 


small record to remember 
our time in lockdown 
so decided to take a few 


h hs either i ‘Life Under Lockdown’ images sent in by Hackney’s GRT community: f, a4 
Pee ee 1. ‘I miss my friends at nursery’; 2. Missing the family; 3. Grateful for the around you safe by abiding 
our own homes or from a by Government guidance. 


: . : sun; 4. Staying at home with Granny; 5. Catching up with some reading - : = 
distance if we were taking “We listened to this and ( ) For further 
we thank God that we are U details, contact 


photographs of friends, 


family or neighbours from We feel so blessed that our still here today to talk A Sherece wen 
another pitch. r¢ Id till with dl about it. of Hackney Housing s 
“Tt’s really just elders are SUH With Us an “We hope that these Travellers Service at: 
challenging yourself and that we are still here to talk photographs will act as sherece.walker@ 
your family to stay home, abut the isolation 9 9 a way of remembering a hackney.gov.uk or call: 


stay safe and keep people strange time in our lives.” 020 8356 5396. 


www.hackney.gov.uk 


The kindness 
of Travellers 


THE lockdown situation 
has not only shown the 
resilience of the Traveller 
community but also great 
kindness. 
There have been so 
many heartwarming 
stories including a group of 
Traveller mums who joined 
forces on WhatsApp to raise 
money to buy food for the 
nurses and ambulance staff 
at Homerton Hospital, St 
Joseph’s Hospice and St 
Dominic’s Catholic School. 
A group of Traveller men 
also made a donation to 
Hackney food bank. 
Despite having a history 
in London spanning the last 
500 years, most people 
know little of the rich 
culture of the Gypsy, Roma 
and Traveller communities. 
Experts believe that 
ignorance may lead to 
misunderstanding and 
discrimination with nine out 
of 10 UK Gypsy, Traveller 
or Roma children reporting 
incidences of racial abuse. 


Sharing a rich, 
vibrant culture 


THE Friends, Families and 
Travellers organisation 
presents ‘Crystal’s Vardo’, 

a theatre production that 
uses dance, drama, humour 
and music to share the 

rich culture and diverse 
histories of Gypsy, Roma 
and Traveller communities. 
The video is available to 
watch on YouTube. For more 
information, visit: 
gypsy-traveller.org 


Family stories 
to mark GRT 
history month 


THE Traveller Movement 
will be marking the month 
with lovely stories shared 
with children and their 
grandparents. Head to 

its Facebook page for 
more information, or check 
out: travellermovement. 
org.uk 
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‘Life Under Lockdown’ images sent in by Hackney residents: 1.‘Facts Not Fear’ by Nicole Chui; 2. Dressing up for the lockdown; 3. By 
artist Paul McMichael: ‘Love and nurture, spreading the antibodies!; 4. ‘Uprising Supreme’, by artist Bea Springer; 5. Lwam being creative; 
6. Hani, Lila and mum Anita; 7. Oma Okolo’s tribute to key workers; 8. ‘We’re lucky and the boys are happy and healthy and that’s what is 
important to me’; 9. Beth Robertson - Waseem; 10. Wayne Snooze - Street Sweeper 
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Give your old furniture 
...a new life 


Your used furniture could help local families on low 

incomes. Book a free collection today: 
www.hackney.gov.uk/furniture 

020 8519 6264 
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C¥recycle for London ta Hackney 


www.hackney.gov.uk To advertise on these pages call: 020 8356 3275 


Flown direct to you by Shoreditch Trust and Hackney Today 


Gather round the Pigeon table everybody, you are all 
most welcome! Every day, fine feathered families of 

all kinds of stripes gather together to share food — 
everyone has to eat, and sharing meals together helps us 
grow as a community flock. No matter how big or small, 
our tables are a place where we can take each other 
under our wings and tell stories of the good times and 
share our worries. Meals are a way of passing on love 
and knowledge to those we care about, learning new 
ways to fly together in return. Making a meal for someone 
is a great way to bring new friends and family into our 
lives, and for us all to experience different cultures and 
backgrounds. For us pigeons, some of our best meals even 
include some singing and dancing — it’s the recipe of life! 


If you, or someone you know in Hackney or the City, needs help 
during the outbreak of coronavirus, please get in touch — 

by email: info@shoreditchtrust.org.uk 

by phone: 020 7033 8501 or 020 7033 8587 


OTHER WAYS YOU CAN HELP 


to volunteer: 

All volunteer efforts are being centrally coordinated 

by Volunteer Centre Hackney, to join team Hackney visit: 
wwwwchackney.org 


to donate: 

We are currently fundraising to deliver meals to people 
who are unwell or struggling. Please help if you can: 
www.bit.ly/ShoreditchTrust 


more information: 
www.shoreditchtrust.org.uk 


Shoreditch Trust is a registered charity based in Hackney, 
east London. We support people who are facing challenging 
situations to create a happier, healthier future for themselves. 
Our work helps people make positive life changes, overcome 
challenges and build connections with our amazing community 
of clients, volunteers, staff, partners and supporters. 


We are proud to be #HackneyPigeons 


PIGEON PAGES{ 


June 2020 


CONNECTING AND THRIVING 


We all experience it at some 
stage in our lives — young 

and old. The experience of 
loneliness is being shared by 
most of us across the globe right 
now practicing social distancing. 


But this moment of shared 
experience has also given us 
an opportunity to tap into our 
common humanity and support 
each other to connect. 


Loneliness is a big focus for 
Shoreditch Trust. Rather than 
thinking of loneliness as a 
negative emotion, we try to see 
it as a signal emotion: it’s our 


brains trying to tell us something. 


We can use it as a sign that our 
social needs aren’t being met 
and that we need to reach out to 
friends and family or connect 
to new friends, to build, renew 
and strengthen connections. 


“We ane family! 
I've got all my Pigeons 
with me!” 


RECIPES OF LIFE 


“It was amazing how quickly we created 
a safe space together where we felt 
comfortable to tell our stories.” 


“We got to hear the memories 
associated with the dish and reasons 
why the recipes are so special.” 


The food we eat is part of the story of 
our lives, part of who we are and what 
connects us to each other. A favourite 
recipe is more than a list of ingredients, 
it also has special meaning for each 
of us, bound up in memories of people, 
places and important times. Telling the 
stories of favourite recipes can put us 
in touch with the things that helped 

us through difficult times; the strengths 
and qualities we have within us that 
we often downplay or forget. 


Here at Shoreditch Trust we run Recipes 
of Life courses for local residents. 
Recipes of Life brings people together 
around the shared experience of food, 
providing a way of talking about health 
and recovery using food as a thread. 
Participants tell stories about their 
favourite recipes, connecting with 
their strengths and resources and those 
of their families. The recipes shared by 
participants reflect the diversity of 
Hackney including the combined 
struggles, strengths, caring and wisdom 
of Hackney’s communities. 


Shoreditch Trust’s Jacqui Henry reflects 
on a personal Recipe of Life. 


“My memories take me to my Gran’s 
kitchen in the Midlands, the place 
where | learned most of what | now 
know about baking. My pride, as a 
very shy and sensitive teen, in making 
a pie with a bag of ‘chopped apple’ 

| found in the freezer and some 
home-made pastry, only to realise 
later that | had mistakenly used 
kohlrabi, a vegetable renowned for 
very little taste (apologies kohlrabi 
fans). Although I did eventually make a 
pretty decent apple pie with unfailing 
encouragement from my Gran, the 
kohlrabi pie was a small step towards 
building resilience to life’s ups and 
downs as well as a source of ongoing 
connection and laughter.” 


YOUR OWN 
RECIPE OF LIFE 


Recipes of Life are about food, but 
they are also about shared recipes for 
living. You can connect with yourself 
or with others by starting a conversation 
around food individually or as a shared 
activity at home with family, friends or 
colleagues, either face-to-face, over 
the phone, or perhaps on social media, 
following up by cooking a recipe 
where possible. 

An easy way to start is to reflect on 

the positive memories associated with 
a specific type of staple food such as 
bread. Use these as a lead into telling 
the story of the first recipe that you 
made independently, or a favourite meal 
learned from a friend or family member. 


You might share the story of a family 
recipe with a younger family member 
or reconnect with an older family 
member to ask about recipes special 
to them. 


The stories you share may be linked to 
difficult circumstances at times. This is 

a great opportunity to think about the 
personal qualities that got you through 
and how you can call on these strengths 
in the difficult circumstances we are 
facing now. 


If you'd like to share your story more 
widely, we'd love to hear about them, 
just email them to: 
info@shoreditchtrust.org.uk 

If we get enough, we'll make them into 
a booklet, a reminder of these times 
and the strength, skills and wisdom 

we all called on to help ourselves and 
those we love. 


A RECIPE FOR FLOURISHING 
AND GETTING THROUGH 


DIFFICULT TIMES 


Made of excerpts from Shoreditch 

Trust Recipe of Life participants: 

¢ Asprinkling of generosity: sharing 
with others in your community and 
doing for others what you’d like 
done for yourself. 

e A large quantity of talking: with 
friends, family, neighbours and 
colleagues. 

© Gallons of believing you can do 
it and trusting your instincts. 

e Abig layer of looking after yourself. 

e Awhole lot of kindness to self 
and others. 


HERE IS SOME LOCAL SUPPORT FOR HACKNEY RESIDENTS 


e Hackney Playbus are running online baby and child singing sessions — 


to find out more contact: 
info@hackneyplaybus.org 


Shoreditch Trust’s Bump Buddies 5 Ways to Wellbeing group for new mums 


is a peer to peer support group — to find out more contact: 


jane@shoreditchtrust.org.uk 


Shoreditch Trust Community Connections for remote 1-1 support for residents who 


would like to make a lifestyle change or join the online Calm & Connect sessions: 
www.shoreditchtrust.org.uk/health-and-wellbeing/community-connections/ 


HCVS’ Connect Hackney Partnership offers events, lifelong learning and 


opportunities to connect for the over 50s — find out more: 


www.connecthackney.org.uk 


www.wchackney.org 


Volunteer Centre Hackney to offer your time or to receive support: 


Recipes of Life was developed by the Australian therapist and chef 
Natalie Rudland Wood. Courses are supported by the East London 


Foundation Trust BME Access Service. 


RECIPES 
THAT 
BRING US 
TOGETHER 


Shoreditch Trust's Community 
Table cooking groups are places 
where people share recipes, 
learn new cooking techniques, 
find out about the power of food, 
and share a meal they have 
cooked together. Our groups 
couldn't cook together after 
lockdown, but that didn’t stop 
the ethos of cooking, sharing and 
using the recipes to inspire 
and bring cheer. 


“I baked the brownies and they 
were delicious; so | gave some 

to my daughter and neighbour 
(to make sure | didn’t eat them alll), 
then | sent the recipe to my family 
overseas. | also cooked the noodles 
and shared them out; people asked 
me for the recipe because they 
were so delicious. It felt good 

to be cooking food again and 
sharing it, even though we 
couldn’t eat together.” 


We hope you use these recipes 
to bring joy to the people you 
care about. 


Shoreditch 
Trust 


If you, or someone you know 

is struggling at the moment 

then there are services in 
Hackney who are ready to help. 
Shoreditch Trust can help and we 
can also put you in touch with 
other services, just contact us — 
by visiting: 
www.shoreditchirust.org.uk 

by emailing: 
info@shoreditchtrust.org.uk 

by calling: 

020 7033 8501 or 020 7033 8587 


Find more tasty recipes by the talented 
chefs at WaterHouse and the food team 
at Shoreditch Trust here: 
www.shoreditchirust.org.uk/recipes 


VEGGIE STIR FRY 
WITH NOODLES 


serves: 4 / time: 30-35 mins 


ingredients: 

2 tablespoons of sesame oil. 

2 cloves of garlic. 

3cm of ginger, grated. 

] tablespoon of Chinese five-spice. 

1 onion, finely sliced. 

1 handful of beansprouts. 

1 red or yellow pepper, deseeded 
and finely sliced. 

1 carrot, finely sliced. 

50g mangetout, shredded. 

v2 head broccoli, broken into 

small pieces. 

3 mushrooms, sliced. 

1 lime. 

2 tablespoons of light soy sauce. 
Handful of coriander, finely chopped. 
200g of egg noodles or rice noodles. 


method: 
1. Prepare the noodles according to the 


instructions on the packet and set aside. 


2. Heat a wok or a deep frying pan 
over a high heat. 
Add 2 teaspoons oil. 

3. When it is hot, add the onion, garlic 
and ginger, five-spice and stir-fry 
for 1-2 mins. 

4. Add the mangetout, broccoli, 
pepper and carrot and stir-fry 
for about 5 minutes. 

5. Add the beansprouts and cooked 
noodles and cook for another 
3 minutes. 

6. Season with the soy sauce. 

Add the chopped coriander 
and squeeze on the fresh lime. 


If you do not have sesame oil, then any 
oil is fine. If things begin to stick, add 

a small amount of water to steam the 
vegetables (instead of adding more oil). 
If you want to add chicken, slice into 
strips and add to the pan when you 
put the onions in. If you want to 
add prawns, add them once the 
vegetables are nearly cooked. 


“J'm cocking up some beeta!” 


CHOCOLATE 
BEETROOT 
BROWNIES 


makes: 12-16 / time: 40-45 mins 


ingredients: 

75g cocoa powder. 

180g plain wholemeal flour. 
2 teaspoons baking powder. 
250g cooked beetroot. 

250g dates (stones removed). 
3 eggs. 

100g soft/melted butter. 

1 teaspoon of vanilla extract. 


method: 

1. Put oven on to 180°C / fan 160°C / 
gas mark 4. 

2. Line a shallow baking tray with 
greaseproof paper. 

3. Put the cocoa powder, flour and 
baking powder into a bowl. 

4. In a separate bowl, use a hand 
blender to blend together the 
beetroot, eggs, dates, vanilla extract 
and soft/melted butter until it is 
smooth. You can also do this in 
a food processor! 

5. Make a well in the centre of the dry 
ingredients, add the beetroot mixture 
and mix it all lightly. 

6. Pour into the lined baking tin. 

7. Bake in the oven for 20 to 25 minutes 
or until an inserted skewer comes 
out clean. 

8. After removing from the oven, 
leave for 10 minutes before taking 
out of the tin. 

9. Cut into 12-16 pieces. 


You can cook the beetroot yourself 
or buy it pre-cooked, but remember 
not to get one in vinegar! 


COMMUNITY TABLE 


RECIPES OF LIFE 


This recipe comes from last year’s men’s 
group on the Recipes of Life course. 
Matt, who cooked it for the group, said: 


“My mum taught me to cook this dish 
for Sunday lunch. Although families 
have ups and downs and many have 
been forced to be apart over the 

last few months, food brings people 
together. Whenever | make this meal 
| think of mum, but at the end of the 
day it’s her version that sits above 

all others — my favourite roast ever!” 


MATT'S MUM'S 
SUMMER CHICKEN 


serves: 4-6 / time: 50-60 mins 


ingredients: 

Half a bunch of fresh tarragon. 
Two handfuls of mushrooms. 

1 lemon. 

1 medium chicken. 

4 glugs of olive oil. 

50g butter. 


method: 

1. Preheat the oven to 200C / fan 180C / 
gas mark 6. 

2. Wash the tarragon and mushrooms. 

3. Finely chop the tarragon and slice 
the mushrooms, but not too thinly! 

4. Ina bowl, add the olive oil and three 
big pinches of salt and pepper. 

5. Smother the chicken with the oil mix. 

6. Place the chicken on a baking tray 

and put it in the oven for 15 minutes. 

. Once the skin of the chicken starts 

to go golden, turn the oven down 
to 150°C / fan 130°C / gas mark 2 
and then cook until the thigh juices 
run clear (approx. 40 minutes). 

8. 20 minutes before the end of 
cooking, place the tarragon and 
mushrooms under the chicken. 

They should not come out mushy 
if you do this. 


~ 


Matt says: “When | was younger, 

my mum would make me peel the 
mushrooms because she is very fussy! 
Ino longer do this as | like the flavour 
of the skin.” 


to serve: 
Delicious with boiled potatoes (with 
butter and parsley), and watercress. 


\ 


“I'ma 
chicken, 
get me out 
of hene!” 


MADE WITH LOVE 


Since April, Shoreditch Trust has 
delivered hundreds of meals every 
week to people across Hackney — 
making sure that people who are too 
unwell to cook, who do not have safe 
cooking facilities, or who have lost 
their income can enjoy a meal made 
with love for them and their families. 


Our chefs and young trainees at our 
WaterHouse Restaurant prepare the 
dishes using donated ingredients, 
and make a personalised package 
for each family including fresh bread, 
and household essentials. 


Local residents volunteered over 400 
hours of their time to deliver meal 
parcels and help our community. 


Here's a recipe for one of the 
WaterHouse team favourites... 


“Bean me up!” 


ONE POT 
BEAN STEW 


serves: 4 / time: 45-50 mins 


ingredients: 

2 onions, diced. 

4 cloves of garlic, crushed. 

3 carrots, peeled and halved, then sliced. 
2 sticks of celery, peeled and sliced. 

2 butternut squash, peeled and cut 
into wedges. 

1 tablespoon of ginger, finely chopped. 
] tablespoon tomato puree. 

] teaspoon coriander seeds. 

] teaspoon cumin seeds. 

2 bay leaves. 

¥2 teaspoon chilli powder. 

] tin chopped tomatoes. 

1 tin kidney beans, drained. 

1 tin chickpeas, drained. 

1 tin butter beans, drained. 

Salt and pepper. 

Vegetable oil. 

Y% bunch of fresh coriander, chopped. 
¥2 bunch spring onions, chopped. 


method: 

1. Heat two tablespoons of vegetable 
oil in a large saucepan. 

2. Add coriander seeds and cumin 
seeds and fry for 2 minutes. 

3. Add onions, salt and pepper, 
and fry for a further 2 minutes 
ona medium heat. 

4. Add carrots, celery, garlic and ginger 
and fry for a further 5 minutes. 

5. Add tomato puree, butternut squash 
wedges and chilli powder and fry 
for 2 minutes. 

6. Add chopped tomatoes and bay 
leaves, bring to the boil and then 
turn down the heat and simmer 
for 10 minutes, gently stirring 
occasionally. 

7. Add the kidney beans, chickpeas 
and butter beans and bring to 
a gentle simmer again for another 
10 minutes. 


to serve: 
Sprinkle with fresh coriander and 
chopped spring onions. 


Thankfully, this is a one pot dish that 
can be made in under an hour! 
And it tastes even better the following 
day, once the favours have had a 
chance to dance together and enjoy 
each other’s company. 


WE CONNECT 


CONNECTING 
WITH OUR 
SPACES 


Although there is always more to 
do, Hackney is doing a great job of 
adapting services and support for 
covid-19 and planning for rebuilding 
and reconnecting post-crisis in ways 
that impact positively on our health 
and well-being. 


We champion coming together and 
connecting through cooking, sharing 
good food, and sharing stories — 

we believe this can be transformative. 
The opportunity and space to connect 
also enables us to learn from each 
other and contribute to the equality, 
health and prosperity of our community. 


We know from talking to many 
residents that people of all ages are 
experiencing loneliness and social 
isolation due to social distancing and 
not being able to socialise and connect 
freely with family, neighbours and 
friends. Residents are missing taking 
part in their usual physical activity 
and everyday cultural experiences 
like a trip to the wonderful Hackney 
Museum or seeing a live show at 
Shoreditch Town Hall. 


Find out here what Shoreditch Town 
Hall has on offer while on lockdown: 
shoreditchtownhall.com/whats-on/ 
lockdown-activities 


For those members of our community 
who were asked to self-isolate 
especially if they are in a high-risk 
group and shielding, maintaining 

a sense of connection with others 
has been particularly difficult. 

As lockdown eases, there is 
understandable concern about 
returning to public spaces. 


Shoreditch Trust along with partners 
St Mary’s Secret Garden and Shoreditch 
Town Hall are looking at developing 
and supporting Sanctuary Spaces 
across Hackney. Together we want 
to support residents who have been 
shielding or self-isolating during the 
pandemic to safely emerge from 
lockdown, reengage with managed 
public spaces, and increase their 
physical and social activity. 

The programme will offer flexible, 
facilitated use of spaces and gardens 
to individuals and small groups. 


If you are a community group or 
organisation and have access to 
or manage a space that could 
be a potential ‘sanctuary space’, 
please get in touch with us at: 
info@shoreditchtrust.org.uk 


CONNECTING 
THROUGH 
CONVERSATION 
AND LISTENING 


Many organisations across Hackney 
are offering remote befriending and 
support over the phone. 


At Shoreditch Trust we are launching 
a regular befriending programme — 
We Connect — so that we can connect 
with each other during difficult times. 


We Connect is led by our volunteers 
and peer befrienders who have regular 
telephone conversations with people 
who are looking for someone to talk 
to socially. Befrienders will also pass 
on information about the range of 
well-being activities available locally 
during the covid-19 crisis. 


They will be able to signpost people 

to remote well-being services and 
support available to residents during 
the crisis, including cultural, age, gender 
and language specific support. 


You can also get involved in this 

by contacting Volunteer Centre 
Hackney to sign up for telephone 
befriending training. If you're looking 
for befriending support the Council 
‘Find Support Services’ map has a 
number of organisations listed under 
Chat and Check in. 


Tune into a new weekly radio show for 
the young at heart — Hackney Social 
Radio, Wednesdays 11am to 12noon 
on Resonance 104.4FM. There’s music, 
phone-ins, interviews and advice 
form experts and regular up to date 
information about support in your 
local area. 


Find Support Services Map: 
hackney.gov.uk/find-support-services 


Age UK East London: 
www.ageuk.org.uk/eastlondon/ 


CONNECTING 
THROUGH 
FOOD 


During lockdown, our young people 
have been working with Community 
Table to cook and connect with our 
community and have taken up the 
opportunity to establish a greater sense 
of the issues that affect people and 
understand the importance of wider 
and more diverse social networks. 
Our young chefs-in-training are playing 
an active role by supporting our chefs 
to prepare meals for people living in 
our neighbourhoods who need support 
during lockdown. 


We are proud of the young people we 
work with and support, we are proud 
of their commitment to supporting their 
communities and we are proud of their 
growing curiosity in understanding the 
personal challenges that other people 
face and how they support. 


Active Citizen Renisha, 21 is helping to 
prepare and distribute nutritious food 
and necessities as well books, toys and 
clothes for families and individuals in 
Hackney. Renisha has been supporting 
the Jumping Beans programme in 
Hackney for the last 13 years which 

is a healthy lifestyle term club for 
children between the ages of 5-11. 


Renisha says: 

“have been involved in volunteering 
for many years while growing up in 
Hackney — even now, while I’m at uni 
I continue to volunteer. | enjoy being 
part of my community, | know | can 
contribute and play an important role 
in helping to highlight the issues that 
people are facing as well as actually 
do something. As a young person, | 
believe | can help to change some 

of the issues and be a voice for my 
community and my generation. If we 
want change, we need to contribute 
towards making it happen. And it is 
just so beautiful being able to see the 
smiles on a lot of children and their 
families’ faces.” 


If you are 18 or older and would 
like to find out more about our 
Active Citizens and Community 
Champion Training, visit: 
www.shoreditchtrust.org.uk/ 
community/volunteering 


Find out more about what's going on 
for young people in Hackney — visit 
Young Hackney online Youth Hub: 
www.younghackney.org 


CONNECTING 
THROUGH 
COMMUNITY 


We believe there is a real opportunity 
in the midst of covid-19 for young 
people to play a central role in 
determining how we move forward 
as a society post-lockdown. 


Femi, who is the Blue Marble Training 
Project Manager at Shoreditch Trust 
and leads on our Youth Programme, 
has highlighted the opportunity that 
we are currently presented with in 
mobilising young people to hold a 
greater stake in how we rebuild during 
and post covid-19. 


Femi Says: 

“We are energised by the determination 
and spirit of young people who want 
peaceful and positive change and 
are prepared to enact it through 
affirmative action, self-growth and 
reflection. Young people must have 
an opportunity to reattach some of 
the connective strings that may 

have been broken during covid-19 
lockdown. | have been particularly 
proud of the eagerness of our young 
people to volunteer their time and 
efforts in helping people through 

the Community Table programme at 
Shoreditch Trust. | have been equally 
delighted by how they have taken 

to the idea of reaching out beyond 
their own sphere of comfort at such 

a difficult time.” 


CONNECT 
THROUGH BLUE 
MARBLE BAKERY 
WORKSHOPS 


If you're interested in learning to knead 
and roll, beat and whisk, Shoreditch 
Trust will be launching Blue Marble 
Bakery Workshops from September, 
inviting 16 to 25-year-old young 
people to join baking workshops in 
our training kitchen. 


We first launched the pilot for these 
workshops last year and young people 
got to try their hand in a new activity 
and learn some of the basic principles 
of baking. 


The baking workshops have ultimately 
proved to be far more than an 
educational introduction to the craft. 
Positive feedback from families 
highlighted how these workshops have 
helped them connect through making 
recipes at home together. Many 
participating young people reported 
how the workshops were and to 
connect with other young people. 


We are hugely proud of Leanne, 26, 
our Blue Marble alumni who is now 
sous chef for an international bank 
in Canary Wharf. 


Leanne says: 

“Baking cakes, bread and treats is 
such great skill to have, it fills those 
sweet tooth cravings (but you can 
control the sugar unlike readymade 
biscuits and cakes), you get the chance 
to get your hands gooey AND you 
get to enjoy the end result — maybe 
even share! | work as a busy chef with 
little time to connect and socialise. 
During lockdown, I’ve made my own 
bread and sweet and savoury bites 
to share and connect with family 

and friends and keep on top of my 
skills before | head back into a busy 
professional kitchen!” 


In the meantime, we're offering 
taster workshops online throughout 
July and August! Learn a new skill, 
have fun, connect with other young 
people and wow your family with 
fresh bread, skills and treats. 

For more information and to book 
a space, contact: 
femi@shoreditchtrust.org.uk 


SUPPORTING OUR COMMUNITIES 


WITH FRESH VEGETABLES, 
HONEY, PLANTS & HERBS 


ST MARY'S 
SECRET GARDEN 


St Mary's Secret Garden in Hackney 
is a beautiful and accessible 
community garden with a difference. 


For over 25 years we have offered a 
safe space where people with support 
needs and local communities can get 
hands-on experience of gardening 
and enjoy the many benefits of 
gardening and ecotherapy activities. 


We support people to combat isolation, 
develop valuable employment skills, 
gain qualifications and contribute 

to a greener, healthier, and happier 
community. 


Throughout lockdown St Mary's 
Secret Garden has been exploring 
new ways to support people in our 
communities who might be feeling 
anxious and isolated. 


Many people told us that they wanted 
to get back in touch with nature 

by growing and nurturing — and 
particularly a need to grow their 
own vegetables! We set up a garden 
delivery service to local Hackney 
residents who were self-isolating or 
shielding. We have been delivering 
vegetables, plants, herbs, local 
honey, containers and compost to 
many people. This service is still 
available and we have had extra 
compost delivered. 


SAFE SANCTUARY 


Since lockdown has been eased in 
the last couple of weeks St Mary’s 
Secret Garden has opened its gates 
to people once again for socially 
distant plant sales and walks through 
our lovely garden. Our garden is 
accessible and is full of plants and 
wildlife to stimulate the senses — 
scented roses and herbs, honey bees 
buzzing and sparrows singing. It’s a 
great time to take a moment and be 
in the garden and you are more than 
welcome to come down on Tuesdays 
and Fridays, 10am-1pm. 


We are very aware that not everyone 
has a green space to call their own 
and many people are feeling anxious 
about getting out and about for 
shopping or visiting local parks. 


At St Mary's Secret Garden we also 
know that just being in a tranquil 
green space can help you feel more 
relaxed and so we have developed 
our Sanctuary Garden. 


We would like people in our communities 
who are feeling anxious to access and 
benefit from a safe, secure access to 
the therapeutic garden space that is 

St Mary’s Secret Garden. 


To support Hackney residents, we 
have pre-bookable outdoor sessions 
available throughout the week for 
those who are venturing out for the 
first time. Our Sanctuary Space will 
support you to build up confidence 
to be a part of your community again, 
and gently start to meet friends and 
neighbours. 


We would really like to hear from 
you or the group you belong to if you 
are looking for a safe space, a place 
of sanctuary. 


“Hi Honey!” 
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GROW 
YOUR OWN 
AVOCADO 
TREE! 


A fun project for those of you who are 
still unable to journey to a garden or 
green space near you! You probably 
won't get many avocados, as they can 
take many years to fruit but you should 
get a nice little tree that you can take 
care of and watch it grow indoors. 

© Save your avocado stone, 
preferably without cutting into it. 

e Rinse your avocado stone. 

e Filla small jar or glass with water. 

© Stick three or four pins or toothpicks 
around the middle of the avocado 
stone so that it will balance on the 
jar rim. You want the bottom half of 
the stone to be in the water and the 
top half to be poking out. The top is 
usually slightly pointed like an egg 
and the bottom will be slightly wider 
and may have a lighter brown spot 
at the base. 

e Place the jar with the avocado stone 
in a warm spot but not in direct 
sunlight and change the water 
regularly. 

e Keep checking on your stone, and 
within 2-6 weeks you should spot a 
root and a stem growing. If nothing 
has happened after 6 weeks then 
try a different stone. 

e You can always have more than 
one on the go! 

e When the shoot grows to about 
6 inches tall cut it in half with a pair 
of scissors or secateurs to encourage 
the roots to grow and to get a 
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St Mary's Secret Garden bushier tree. 
50 Pearson Street e Once the stem grows plant your 
E2 8EL avocado tree into a pot of compost. 


Make sure you water the tree 
regularly but not too often; you 
want the compost to be moist but 
not soaking. 

e Watch it grow! 


We are open and socially-distancing 
from Tuesdays to Fridays, 10am-lpm. 


For more information, visit: 
www.stmaryssecretgarden.org.uk 
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By Joanna Kelly 


TELLA Corradi 

is the director of 

Sitting In Limbo, 

the 90-minute 
BBC One drama about the 
Windrush scandal that aired 
earlier this month. It has 
been gaining praise for its 
quietly powerful retelling 
of Hackney-raised Anthony 
Bryan, who was wrongly 
imprisoned and nearly 
deported to Jamaica. 

If you haven’t already seen 
it, be prepared for a difficult 
watch. Anthony, played 
by Patrick Robinson, is a 
decorator and family man 
who has been a Londoner 
for more than five decades. 
He’s forced to live through 
the trauma of being told 
he has no right to be in 
Britain, caused by Theresa 
May’s ‘hostile environment’ 
policies. The timing of the 
feature-length drama could 
also not be more poignant 
given the Black Lives Matter 
anti-racism demonstrations 
happening across the world. 

Speaking to HT the day 
after the film aired, Stella 
said: “The reaction has 
been amazing. As it was 
screening, I was looking 
at Twitter and it was just 
blowing up — it was number 
one trending yesterday.” 

The Home Secretary even 
tweeted it for “epitomising 
the unimaginable suffering 
endured by the Windrush 
generation”, which 
inevitably drew criticism, 
given the slow justice for 
victims. Stella says: “An 
article in The Guardian 
came out about the film 
on 1 June and that day, 
the Home Office called 
Anthony and Janet (his 
partner) and offered partial 
compensation. And then the 
day that it was airing, Priti 
Patel called them. 

“You know, it’s just so 
transparent. They really 
don’t care. They care about 
how they look and how 
this is going to affect them. 
I don’t think they have 
any kind of moral care or 
consideration at all.” 

Like Anthony, Stella was 


raised in Hackney, with the 
borough getting a mention 
in one of the scenes. Stella 
says: “I came from Italy 
when I was five to live with 
my grandma and my uncle. 
I moved straight into a one- 
bed flat on Mayville estate 
which is on the border with 
Islington, in Dalston. 

“T grew up Hackney 
in the 90s. It was an 
amazing place to come to 
especially from a village in 
Italy. My grandma was a 
percussionist and as soon 
as I moved here, she started 
me off in a steel band -I 
learned to play the steel pan 
before I learned to speak 
English. Gerald Forsyth, 


Curriculun 


1986 Born in Tuscany, Italy 
1991 Moved to Hackney 


Stella Corradi 


talksfaboutiWindrush 
fandithelpeople\who 
inspired|hengrowingiup) 


Pictured: director of Sitting in Limbo and Stoke Newington resident, Stella Corradi 
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come to especially from a 
village in Italy 


my steel pan teacher, was 
responsible for putting 

steel pans in Hackney and 
inner-city schools. He helped 
raise me and was a mentor 
to me. He taught me a lot 
about work ethic and never 
limiting myself.” 

That work ethic - anda 
bit of luck at the dentist — 
has brought her to where 
she is today. She explains: 

“T went to Queen Mary 
University in Mile End. I did 


2004 Studied at Queen Mary University of London 


2008 Joined the Hi8us project 


2009 Worked at a self-shooting director for the Refugee Council 
2011 Work experience on A Late Quartet in New York 

2011 Began as a director’s assistant to Sally Potter 

2015 Directed first short film, the award-winning Little Soldier 
2018 Directed BAFTA-nominated Through the Gates 

2019 Directed episodes of Trigonometry for BBC2/HBO Max 
2019 Named a BAFTA Breakthrough 

2020 Directed Sitting in Limbo for BBC1 


I grew up Hackney in the 90s. 
It was an amazing place to 
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Film Studies and Hispanic 
Studies, but I didn’t have any 
clue of what the actual film 
industry was like. 

“T started ona project 
called Hi8us, a charity- 
run project giving young 
people from Hackney and 
Tower Hamlets production 
training. I decided I wanted 
to learn about the feature 
film industry.” 

And then chance 
happened. A chipped tooth 
proved fortuitious when the 
dentist revealed his son was a 
producer in New York. This 
led to work experience and 
then a role as production 
assistant. She explains: “That 
was the first time I was on 
a big set. [came back to 
London then and worked 
on several other productions 
for free before I applied for 
ajob as a director’s assistant 
to Sally Potter, who then 
became my mentor.” 


It was in Hackney where 
she originally saw that a 
woman could lead ina 
notoriously male-dominated 
industry. “Growing up 
in Hackney is one of the 
luckiest things about who 
Tam, one of the best things 
about who I am because I 
never grew up in a singular 
kind of polarised place,” she 
says. “I was always around 
people of different classes, 
backgrounds, aspirations, 
and so you don’t lack any 
of that. 

“The first time I saw that 
a woman could be a director 
was my friend’s mum, Anna 
Birch, here in Stokey. My 
grandmother was an actress 
in the 50s in Italy alongside 
Sophia Loren and other 
greats so I knew about film 
and what directing was but 
had never seen a woman 
do it. So all those things 
were introduced to me by 
growing up here.” 

But being both young and 
female can still mean extra 
work ona set. Stella says: 
“Nobody thinks that you’ve 
done enough work. Nobody 
thinks that you deserve to be 


Above: the cast of Sitting in 
Limbo. Below: Stella with 
her steel pan teacher Gerald 


there. And it’s hard to do as 


a director — you’ve got to be 
respected. You’ve got to bea 
leader, or nobody trusts that 
you can do the job. It’s really 
difficult to have to prove 
yourself, it’s constant.” 

At home however, it’s 
clear who really runs the 
show — her four-year-old 
daughter Mara, who 
happily bustles into our 
video chat and perches on 
her lap. Stella says: “When 
Mara was born, I thought: 
‘T’m either gonna have to 
make this a career that I can 
feed my daughter with, or 
find something else, It gave 
me focus and didn’t deter 
me, which I was scared it 
would when I got pregnant. 

“You can kind of do 
anything as a mum. If Ican 
do this, then I can tell 50 men 
how to do their job on a set 
— it doesn’t scare me because 
I have the scariest little 
dictator here,” she laughs. 


Sitting in Limbo is on 
BBC iPlayer 


Try our new 
food waste 
caddies 


Order your 
fox proof caddy 
today! 


C¥Hackney recycles 


(©) To order blue bins and liners 
i hackney.gov.uk/food-waste 
020 8356 6688 
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green 


Malone funds 
Wetlands™ 


MUCH-LOVED 

local nature reserve 

severely hit by 

the coronavirus 
pandemic is set to receive 
vital extra funding from 
Berkeley Homes and 
Hackney Council as part 
of the Woodberry Down 
Regeneration Partnership — 
after they announced that 
they would match-fund 
donations from the public 
up to a total of £55,000. 

Woodberry Wetlands, 
which was opened by 
national treasure Sir David 
Attenborough four years 
ago, is formed from 
two reservoirs by 
Woodberry Down. 
The area, which had 

been largely inaccessible 


We all know how important its 
green lung of water, wildlife 


G 


and trees is to the community 


to the public for over 100 
years, provides an oasis of 
tranquillity, rich in wildlife, 


in the north of the borough. 


While social distancing 
guidelines initially meant 
that the reserve and its 
cafe could not safely 
reopen, London Wildlife 
Trust — which runs the 
site — has been hit by the 
larger economic effects of 
the pandemic. The Trust is 
set to lose £650,000 of its 
expected income over the 
next 12 months. 


The match-funding from 
Hackney Council and 
Berkeley Homes will help 
to support the Wetlands, 
which costs around 
£110,000 a year to run, to 
re-open as soon as possible 
— potentially within weeks. 

The Council and Berkeley 
Homes are joining calls 
from London Wildlife 
Trust to people across 
London to contribute to its 
funding appeal. 

The Mayor of Hackney, 
Philip Glanville, said: 


“T know how much 
Woodberry Wetlands 
means to local people. 
“They fought to save 
these special places 30 years 
ago and today we all know 
how important its green 
lung of water, wildlife and 
trees is to the community. 
“T’d urge people who 
have used the Wetlands 
to join me and contribute 
to the appeal too - any 
amount, however small, 
will help it to stay open.” 


(©) People can support 
| the Woodberry 
W) Wetlands appeal 


at: wildlondon.org.uk/ 
save-woodberry 


Help water the street’s trees 


FOLLOWING the driest May on record and warm weather 
last week, the Council needs residents to help water 
some of the 5,000 new street trees it’s planting by 2022. 
Trees are watered twice a week by the Council, but the 
dry weather means that they need all the help they can 
get. Residents can help by pouring 2.3 litres of water a 
day — or 20 litres a week — into the black box by stems 
of new trees. To find out about the Council’s street tree 
planting programme, part of 35,000 trees it is planting 
across the borough by 2022, visit: news.hackney.gov. 
uk/street-trees 


Herbicide-free area expands 


A HERBICIDE-FREE area in Homerton is being expanded as 
part of a trial to promote biodiversity. 

The trial, which has seen the Council abandon its use 

of glyphosate, is now being extended to encompass 70 
streets in total, covering the entire Kings Park ward, up 
from 22 streets as part of the original trial. Results from the 
initial trial showed that accessibility and high standards 

of street maintenance could be ensured. Cllr Jon Burke, 
Hackney Council Cabinet Member for Energy, Waste, 
Transport and Public Realm, said: “I’m proud that we’re 
continually looking 
for new ways 

to maintain our 
high standards of 
street cleanliness 
and help make 
Hackney a 

beacon for urban 
biodiversity.” 


Ciaran’s supporting efforts rewarded with name on screen 


A YOUNG environmental 
activist has had his 
countless messages of 
support for Council 
waste and recycling crews 
rewarded with his name on 
the big screen. 

Ciaran, eight, of 
Greenwood Road, E8, 
has been out nearly every 
week with mum Michelle 
Moseley clapping for the 


Council’s key workers. 
He also made a series of 

posters thanking Council 

staff for the work they 

do, and also gave Father’s 

Day cards to a number of 


waste operatives, including 
Glen Whitby, the Council’s 


senior environmental 

manager, this month. 
Crews paid him a visit 

on 24 June to thank him, 


displaying his name on 
new big screens on Council 
waste trucks. 

The screens are being 
used by the Council to 
help residents increase the 
amount they recycle — for 
example by encouraging 
people to start recycling 
card, glass, paper and food 
scraps, which will help to 
reduce smells in rubbish 


and tackle the climate 
emergency by reducing the 
amount of waste sent for 
incineration. 

Ciaran said: “[The waste 
crews] are always here 
to help people with their 
rubbish and recycling — so 
that’s why I wanted to say 
thank you.” 

Residents can order 
recycling bags and food 


recycling 


caddies, and find out 
more about what they 
can and can’t recycle 


at: hackney.gov.uk/ 


22. sym 


ISLAMIC 


We even want things that can’t be reused like There are over 100 banks across Hackney. 
worn out socks, tatty clothes and old bed sheets. 


Find your nearest at 
70% of items are sold to raise money for good 


www.hackney.gov.uk/recycling 
causes. Everything else is shredded and turned 


into new items like cloths and blankets. 


Hackney 


HE Council paid 

tribute to National 

Carers Week (8-14 

June) by signing up 
to its official pledge that 
will help Hackney become 
a carer-friendly borough 
and will see the Council 
working more closely with 
carers to better support 
their well-being. 

The Carers Week pledge 
aims to give greater voice 
and recognition to the hard 
work and dedication of 
carers across the country. 

Carers are unpaid and 
may look after a family 
member, a partner, friend or 
neighbour in need of help 
because they are ill, frail or 
have a disability. 

Carers Week highlights 
the challenges unpaid 
carers face and values the 
contribution they make to 
families and communities 
throughout the UK. 

It also helps people who 
don’t think of themselves 
as carers to identify as such 
and hence access much- 
needed advice and support. 

Jasmine Martins, 24 is a 
carer for her mother. She 
said: “Thanks to everyone 
for organising Carers 
Week. For a long time I 
never saw myself as a carer. 
I just considered myself as a 
daughter looking after her 
mother the way my mother 
has always looked after me. 

“Caring is tough and 
affects my own mental 
health. It can be hard to get 
support but it’s comforting 


Celebrations at National Carers Week, which took place this month 


to know there are arenas 
such as this which exist.” 

Cllr Chris Kennedy, 
Cabinet Member for 
Health, Adult Social Care 
and Leisure said: “Asa 
council, we recognise the 
incredible work that our 
unpaid carers do tirelessly, 
day in day out, to care 
for family, friends and 
neighbours who simply 
couldn’t manage without 
their support. 

“The last few months 
could not have highlighted 


more starkly how hugely 
our unpaid carers are relied 
upon and are integral to 
the good health and well- 
being of the people they are 
caring for with or without 
the support of statutory 
services. 

“Hackney is committed 
to improving services for 
carers, and to valuing their 
important role beyond 
Carers Week by working 
towards making Hackney 
a truly carer-aware anda 
carer-friendly borough.” 


If residents think 
they may bea 
Carer or are a carer 


in Hackney and would 

like more information on 
support, including the carers 
discount card which has 
discounts of up to 50 per 
cent at local leisure centres 
and shops, visit: 
hackney.gov.uk/carers 

or Call Carers First on: 

0300 303 1555. 


The NHS in City and Hackney is still here for you 


LOCAL NHS partners and 
GPs are reassuring residents 
across City and Hackney 
that the NHS is ‘open 

for business’ and safely 
providing care to people 
who need it. 

It is important residents 
and their family members 
do not wait if they need 
urgent medical help. 

Dr Mark Rickets, 
local GP and NHS City 
and Hackney Clinical 
Commissioning Group 
(CCG) Chair, said: “We 
know that some people are 


worried that they might 

be a burden to the NHS, 

or that they could contract 
Covid-19 if they seek help 
for an urgent medical issue, 
or if they attend a scheduled 
appointment. 

“T want to reassure you 
that we are here for you and 
continue to take measures 
to keep you as safe as 
possible from Covid-19.” 

GP practices and 
hospitals have strict 
infection prevention and 
control measures in place. 

It is important that 


The NHS ' = 
is here for © 
you and 

your family. 


residents seek help 
if they need it, and 
continue to attend 
routine appointments, 


such as antenatal checks, 
sexual health advice and 
childhood vaccinations, as 
normal, unless they have 
been told not to. 

For women who are 
pregnant and are worried 
about their health or the 
health of their unborn baby, 
are urged to contact their 
midwife or maternity team 
straight away. 

If residents have an 
urgent medical need, 
another option is to visit 
NHS 111 online, call 111, 
or in an emergency, 999. 


Radio programme addresses 
digital isolation for older people | 


ANEW weekly show 

called Hackney Social 

Radio has launched, 

specifically devised for 

isolated older people. 

Hosted by Resonance 

104.4FM, the format will 

tackle digital isolation, 

create a sense of 

community and provide 

important advice about 

health and wellbeing 

through the airwaves. | 
Ithas been created by Immediate Theatre, which works 
on cultural events for older people in Hackney. During 
the lockdown period, engagement with its core group of 
active over-50s has been sustained through weekly online 
sessions and on its WhatsApp group. But there are many 
older people across the borough for whom the lockdown 
has increased social isolation. Presented by radio and TV 
star Sue Elliott-Nichols, pictured, Hackney Social Radio, 
in collaboration with Stoke Newington based Reel Rebels 
Radio, broadcasts every Wednesday from 11am-12pm. 
It features music requests, audience phone-ins, stories 
from the community and advice from experts. It airs on 
104.4FM, as well as on DAB. People can also listen online, 
by visiting: www.resonancefm.com 

For more information, visit: immediate-theatre.com/ 
work/hackney-social-radio 

If you have a request or an idea for a feature call: 0207 
923 8362 or email: hsr@immediate-theatre.com 


New website for young 
mental health services 


THE new Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services 
(CAMHS) Alliance website for City & Hackney has gone 
live. The website contains information about services for 
parents, young people, children and professionals. It has 
anew “Resources” tab as well as an “Events” section. 
Professionals will be able to find all referral forms for all 
services under the “Professionals” tab. City & Hackney 
is continuing to work with the web developers and 
providers to ensure that all information is correct and up 
to date. In addition, a YouTube channel has also been set 
up where service users will be able to access videos and 
webinars created by members of the alliance. To access 
the website, visit: cityandhackneycamhs.org.uk/ 
Residents who would like to provide feedback about the 
website or draw attention to any inaccuracies on the site, 
can email: maria.garciaedo@nhs.net 
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VER the past 

few weeks most 

of our schools 

have reopened to 
more pupils, with many 
Reception, Year 1 and Year 
6 children back in primary 
schools and secondary 
schools welcoming Year 10 
and Year 12 pupils. 

All schools have 
continued to be open to 
vulnerable children and 
those who parents or carers 
are key workers. 

The Council has been 
working closely with 
schools to offer advice and 
support on how to best 
provide a safe environment 
for pupils and staff, and 
schools have only opened to 
more pupils when they felt it 
was safe to do so. 

We want to say a huge 
thank you to our school 
staff for all their hard 
work, as well as our pupils 
and their families for their 
understanding during 
what has been a busy and 
challenging time. 


STAFF have been working hard to ensure buildings and new 
routines are safe, and have shared these plans with parents. 
Many schools or classes have different start and end times to the 
day to reduce the contact made between different groups. Pupils 
in Year 6 and upwards are socially distancing, with no more than 
15 children in each class. 

Younger pupils spend their time in groups — or ‘bubbles’ — of 
no more than 15, with all groups keeping apart. Zones have 
been set up to make sure that parents can also maintain a safe 
distance when picking up and dropping off children. 

Headteachers have told us how happy they are to see children 
back in school, and that children themselves are excited to see 
their friends and get back to face-to-face learning. 


WE ARE also very pleased that 
3,000 of our youngest children — 
babies to four years, have returned 
to their early years setting. 

The children are grouped in 
‘bubbles’ of eight, with siblings 
kept together. Children have also 
returned to childminders for home- 
based care. Those who have not 
yet returned to their setting, are 
continuing to receive home learning 
resources and online music and 
story activities. 


MORE INFORMATION 

©) For the latest news and information on 

(] schools and education in the borough, visit: 
learningtrust.co.uk 


MANY children are still learning 
at home, and we want to say a 
huge thank you and well done 
to them — and to all the parents 
and carers supporting them. We 
know it’s not been easy. 

Schools are continuing to 
provide resources and lessons 
to support with this, and they 
have also set up dedicated 
areas of their websites for 
home learning. Many also have 
online assemblies and reading 
sessions so that children at 
home can stay in touch with 
their teachers. 

Tazreen at Sebright School 
said: “I really miss Sebright, 
these assemblies have kept me 
going for all these months!” 

There are four more weeks of 
term to go, and we know it can 
be hard to stay motivated. 

Please don’t worry — we will 
get your child back up to speed 
when they return to school. 

For now, do what you can to 
keep them happy and enjoying 
learning. We have shared some 
ideas online at: learningtrust. 
co.uk/content/home-learning- 
and-wellbeing-resources and 
via BBC Bitesize. 


Ge Getting back 
in the 
Swing 
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environment, 


supporting 


schools, staff 
and pupils for 


the return and 
"adapting to 
challenging times 


FAMILIES with children due to transition to a new school may be particularly anxious at this time, 


and schools are making extra efforts to support them. 


For Year 6 children their new secondary schools have arranged transition activities, including 
one-to-one meetings and group events. Many primary schools have also arranged their own 
transition activities to help Year 6 children think positively about the change. Do keep an eye on 
your new school’s website so that you are familiar with their news and information. 


YEAR 11 pupils should all have made applications to their own 
school sixth form or a new college or other sixth form. 

Their places are likely to be dependent on their GCSE grades 
which will be released on 20 August. 

With some uncertainty about travel via public transport in 
September pupils may want to make sure they have local 
options. Our two Hackney colleges, BSix and New City College, 
Hackney, are still interviewing for September places. They also 
offer the option of doing an extended project qualification over 
the summer weeks. 

The careers staff at schools are working throughout so any 
pupils concerned about their next steps can get in touch for 
additional support. The Hackney Careers Festival will go online 
this year with live webinars, video and information to help GCSE 
students worried about their choices for September. 


YEAR 13 pupils will have been supported by their sixth form 

or College with next steps including university places, 
apprenticeships and employment. Summer BTEC results are 
due out on 12 August and A level results are out on 13 August. 
University Admissions Teams are available to talk to pupils who 
are concerned that they won’t be awarded grades that they 
hoped for. Students in this position are encouraged to contact 
them as soon as possible. 


YOUNG children and their 
families have continued to 
receive assistance from 
children’s centres and the 
teams working with them. 
Families linked with 
Hackney Children’s Centres 
have received practical 
resources to support their 
wellbeing, parenting, and 
creative packs to help children 
enjoy learning. Children’s 
centre staff have also been 
on hand to provide advice on 
housing and welfare, and have 
supported families to access 
other necessities such as food 
and nappies,where needed. 
Older children and their 
families also access support 
via Young Hackney. 
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small electrical 


To make it easy to recycle, we have recycling banks 
all around Hackney for small items like phones, 
toasters, kettles, irons and DVD players. 


Find your nearest electrical recycling bank: 
hackney.gov.uk/electricals 


\ hackney.gov.uk/electricals @© Hackney 
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Discover Youn 
is coming this 


q Hackney’s summer programme 
ul 


y to deliver activities tor 
13 to 19-year-olds. To find out more, visit: 


younghackney.org 


29 June 2020 DZ 


young 


im 


dipeople 
ij = 


listenin 


ineed 


IGHT now, the 
world is going 
through a period 
of great turbulence 
and uncertainty. Not only 
is the covid-19 pandemic 
a surreal and worrying 
occurrence, but we are also 
living through political and 
social upheaval across the 
globe that shows no sign of 
slowing down. 

For the past month, 
protests have been 
happening in every 
country as the Black Lives 
Matter demonstrations 
continue to fight back 
against institutionalised 
racism. Every day, 
the news is filled with 
shocking stories that are 
traumatic and frightening, 
all at a time when stress 
levels are sky-high. 

At Young Hackney, 
the team want all black 
young people and their 
families to know that they 
matter. We acknowledge 
their experiences and their 
emotions are valid. 

If anybody is distressed 
by what has been 
happening, please 
remember that they are 
not alone. If young people 


Ghitinonves 


IF young people aged between 8-19 years old have an idea 
for a project or group that could help other young people 
impacted by racism, then the Hackney Youth Opportunity 
Fund Panel (made up of young people) offers the opportunity 
to develop their plans with a grant of up to £1,500. For 

more information and to find out how to apply, visit: 
younghackney.org/get-involved/yof 
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would like to speak to the 
team about how the are 
feeling, then call 020 8356 
7404 (from 9am-Spm) or 
email: yh.online@hackney. 
gov.uk. 

If a parent or guardian 
knows a young person 
who has been impacted 
by racism, there is 
support available from 
the Council’s youth 
development workers. 

To get in touch, call or 
send an email and the 
team will then contact the 
young person. 

Alternatively, young 
people can attend health 
and well-being drop-in 
sessions via the online hub 
for general advice and 
support. The Council also 
offers one-to-one drop-in 
sessions with a clinical 
psychologist who can 
directly discuss therapeutic 
guidance and information. 


MORE INFO 


For details about 
these sessions, 
see: younghackney. 


org/campaign/online- 
youth-hub 


Raised in Hackney podcast lets 


young black men give their side 


RAISED in Hackney is a 
podcast created by young 
black British men and 
boys living in Hackney, 
giving invaluable insight 


(RAISED inl 


into their environments | HRCRREY] 
and personal experiences. 

Produced by Hoxton Hall 

and funded by Young 


Hackney, this project is a counter to negative headlines 
that often portray young black men as perpetrators 

or victims of crime. In a series of four episodes, six 
participants aged 13 to 18 choose the topics and discuss 
how they are living their lives. CEO and artistic director, 
Karena Johnson, said: “This is a refreshing alternative 
voice to the clichés of the popular media and we believe 
Raised In Hackney is an important contribution to 
reframing the debate on race and masculinity now.” 

To listen, visit: hoxtonhall.co.uk. 


ACTIVITIES at the virtual hub include fun challenges, arts 
and crafts, DIY tutorials, health and well-being drop-in 
sessions, family cooking tutorials, art therapy, sports, 
and more! To join in the virtual fun, visit: younghackney. 
org/campaign/online-youth-hub. If young people and 
families would like support in accessing these activities, 
call the Young Hackney team on: 020 8356 7404 or 
email: yh.online@hackney.gov.uk. 


Young Hackney YouTube Channel 

Visit the Young Hackney YouTube Channel for 
daily activities and interactive videos to take part 
in. Subscribe to our channel and receive a direct 
notification when a new video is uploaded. 

Visit: bit.ly/YHYouTube 


Prospects webinar — ‘Help! My GCSEs have been 
cancelled! What next?’ 

Prospects Careers service have a webinar available 

for young people and their parents that provides 
information about the GCSE results process and about 
how grades are calculated in light of exams being 
cancelled due to the pandemic. It also has details about 
local colleges (such as New City College, BSix Sixth 
Form College and Access Creative College) to highlight 
the exciting opportunities available for young people in 
Hackney and the latest news on the enrolment process. 
To watch the presentations, visit: bit.ly/2Ycly0j 


EMORY comes 
in many forms. 
If one really 
wants to get a 
feel for a story, then talking 
to the very people who 
experienced it is often 
the first and best way to 
find out. 

This is especially true of 
the Windrush Generation, 
those who made the 
long journey from the 
Caribbean to settle in the 
UK during the 1950s. 

And, as memories begin 
to fade, the evidence of that 
haircare stall on Ridley 
Road Market, that first 
nursing job at Homerton 
Hospital or the struggles 
simply to be recognised 
as an equal in the ‘mother 
country’ take on significant 
importance. 

This is especially true for 
those younger generations 
wanting to know how 
their forebears shaped the 
borough they live in. 

Whether residents want 
to know more about 
Hackney’s Windrush 
Generation’s achievements, 
their challenges, or simply 
how life was ‘back in the 
day’, the answers could 
be held in the photographs 
and items held at 
Hackney Archives. 

Photographs depicting 
scenes like the one 
pictured right were 
commonplace in 1960s 
and 1970s Hackney. 

Whilst the people in the 
picture look like they are 
enjoyng a small private 
party, the area around 
St. Marks Rise, Dalston, 
was a hotbed for ‘blues’, 
public parties held in 
private homes partly due 
to the racist colour bar 
operating at the time often 
meaning that African 
Caribbean people were 
left out in the cold when 
trying to access licensed 
nightspots. 

Professional 
local entertainment 
providers such as the 
revered ‘Chicken the 
Thunderstorm’ were 
known both for their 
music and their high grade 
equipment but a blues 


could be convened around 
something as small as 

a radiogram. This was a 
sideboard-sized piece of 
furniture, which housed a 
radio tuner, a record 
player and often, even a 
drinks cabinet. 

Nearly every Caribbean 
house had one and blues 
or not, firing up the ‘gram’ 
after church on a Sunday 
afternoon was a weekly 
ritual for many families. 

The journey of Harry 
Beckett provides a great 


Celebrating the : 
pioneering spirit 


of the Windrush 
Generation 


example of the impact of 


the Windrush Generation. 


A jazz trumpeter and 
composer, he migrated 
from Bridgetown, 
Barbados, to Kentish 
Town, London in 1954. 
Beckett moved to Stoke 


fa, . 
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Newington in 1960 
where he would remain 
throughout his long and 
inspiring career. 

Playing with jazz 
luminaries such as Charles 
Mingus from the 1960s 
through to the 1980s, 


Beckett’s characteristic 


sound inspired several 
generations — including 
Hackney-based jazz 
musicians Ray Carless and 
Alan Weekes. 

All three played together 
in the hugely influential big 
band the Jazz Warriors. 

They were an 
important outfit proud 
of their African and 
Caribbean heritage in the 
predominantly white jazz 
scene of the time. 

Music was and is an 


important part of the story 
but there is so much more 
to tell. 

The Windrush 
Generation has contributed 
immeasurably to local 
and national economies 
in the UK and Hackney 
is no exception. 

Of the many 
entrepreneurs living and 
working in the borough, 
the Dyke & Dryden story 
deserves special mention. 

Opening a business in 
Tottenham selling records, 


groceries and hair products 
during the 1960s, the 
operation soon moved to 
40 Ridley Road where it 
focused on haircare, selling 
millions of pounds worth 
of products to the local 
black community and 
eventually developing into 
an international operation. 

Moving the business 
to Hackney was not easy 
though. In the book ‘How 
They Made A Million: The 
Dyke & Dryden Story’, 
former partner Tony 
Wade, tells of the severe 
discrimination they faced 
from local landlords, and 
regretably, the local council 
of the time. 

Nevertheless, against 
all odds, the three 
entrepreneurs Len Dyke, 
Dudley Dryden and 
Tony Wade persevered, 
championing Britain’s first 
Black owned multi-million 
pound business. 

One of the reasons for 
Dyke & Dryden’s support 
by the local African 
Caribbean community 
was their involvement in 
community affairs. 

Dudley Dryden is listed 
as Chairman of Hackney 
Council for Racial 
Equality (HCRE) in the 
organisation’s 1979/80 
Annual report — declaring 


his willingness to ‘speak out 


on the need for 
racial justice’. 

One of HCRE’s 
objectives was ‘to work 
for the elimination of 
racial discrimination and 
disadvantage’ - something 
that African-Caribbean 
people are sadly all too 
familiar with. 

Hackney Archives holds 
a significant amount of 
material relating to these 
injustices, many of which 
involved policing strategies 
in the local area. 

One such instance was 
the case of Janice and 
Nellie Knight whose 
alleged abuse at the hands 
of the local police was 
reported by the Hackney 
People’s Press. 

A firm advocate of 
the police before the 
experience, Nellie Knight 


went on to support several 
of the many campaigns 
against similar injustices, 
the most notable of which 
being the campaign relating 
to the death of Colin Roach 
in Stoke Newington 
Police Station. 

Papers evidencing 
these struggles have been 


deposited at Hackney 
Archives by Janice Knight 
and have recently been 
the subject of research 

by ‘Account’, a group of 
young local residents 
eager to ensure that 
themselves and their 
peers are not subjected 

to similar injustices. 


MORE INFORMATION 


©) THE collection is by no means 
complete, and there are many 
J important stories that the Archives do 
not currently reflect. If residents are 
interested in researching material relating to 
the Windrush Generation and their descendants 
then please visit the Archives online catalogue 
and take a look at the records it has collated 
to get started. If residents have material which 
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they would like to donate to the archives then 
please get in touch at: archives@hackney. 
gov.uk. Hackney Archives — based at 2nd Floor, 
Dalston CLR James Library, Dalston Square, 

E8 3BQ —looks after Council administrative 
records and archives dating back to 1700. It 
keeps records for individuals and organisations 
with Hackney links. Call: 020 8356 8925 or see: 
hackney.gov.uk/archives 


30 29 June 2020 


Councillors are elected by residents and 
serve for four years. The last borough-wide 
elections took place in May 2018. Councillors 
have a range of responsibilities, including 
helping to oversee Council services. Residents 
can contact their local representative and ask 
them to take up issues of concern. Generally 


1. BROWNSWOOD 


Cllrs Brian Bell & Clare Potter 


Contact Cllr Bell on email: 
brian.bell@hackney.gov.uk 


Contact Cllr Potter on email: 
clare.potter@hackney.gov.uk 


2. CAZENOVE 


Cllrs Anthony McMahon, 
Sam Pallis & Caroline Woodley 


Contact clirs on email: 
cazenove@hackney.gov.uk; 
or call: 020 8356 3373. 


3. CLISSOLD 


Cllrs Sophie Cameron, 
Kofo David & Sade Etti 


Contact cllrs on email: 
clissold@hackney.gov.uk; 
or Call: 020 8356 3373. 


4. DALSTON 


Cllrs Soraya Adejare & Peter Snell 
Contact Cllr Soraya Adejare on email: 
soraya.adejare@hackney.gov.uk 
Or call: 07951 172 744. 

Contact Cllr Peter Snell on email: 


peter.snell@hackney.gov.uk 
Or call: 07941 179 129. 


5. DE BEAUVOIR 


Clirs Polly Billington & James Peters 


Contact Cllr Billington on email: 
polly.billington@hackney.gov.uk 


Contact Cllr Peters on email: 
james.peters@hackney.gov.uk 


To check which councillor covers your area, or confirm surgery times, call: 020 8356 3373. More info: www.hackney.gov.uk/elected-representatives 


they can help with Council related matters, 
but if the issue is the responsibility of another 
person or organisation, councillors can often 
point people in the right direction and tell 
residents who they need to see. Hackney 

has 57 councillors representing areas called 


wards — see map below. 


6. HACKNEY CENTRAL 


Clirs Ben Hayhurst, Vincent Stops 
& Sophie Conway 


Contact Cllr Hayhurst on email: 
ben.hayhurst@hackney.gov.uk 


Contact Cllr Stops on email: 
vincent.stops@hackney.gov.uk 


Contact Cllr Conway on email: 
sophie.conway@hackney.gov.uk 


7. HACKNEY DOWNS 


Clirs Michael Desmond, 
Anna-Joy Rickard & Sem Moema 


Contact Cllr Desmond on email: 
michael.desmond@hackney.gov.uk 


Contact Cllr Rickard on email: 
Anna-Joy.Rickard@hackney.gov.uk 


Contact Cllr Moema on email: 
Sem.moema@hackney.gov.uk 


8. HACKNEY WICK 


Clirs Christopher Kennedy, 
Jess Webb & Nick Sharman 


Contact Cllr Kennedy on email: 
christopher.kennedy@hackney.gov.uk 


Contact Cllr Sharman on email: 
Nick.Sharman@hackney.gov.uk 


Contact Cllr Race on email: 
jessica.webb@hackney.gov.uk 


9. HAGGERSTON 


Clirs Ajay Chauhan, 
Humaira Garasia & Patrick Spence 


Contact Cllr Chauhan on email: 
ajay.chauhan@hackney.gov.uk 


Contact Cllr Garasia on email: 
humaira.garasia@hackney.gov.uk 


Contact Cllr Spence on email: 
patrick.spence@hackney.gov.uk 


10. HOMERTON 


Clirs Robert Alan Chapman, 
Guy Nicholson & Anna Lynch 


Contact Cllr Chapman on email: 
robert.chapman@hackney.gov.uk 


Contact Cllr Nicholson on email: 
guy.nicholson@hackney.gov.uk 


Contact Cllr Lynch on email: 
anna.lynch@hackney.gov.uk 


Hackney’s executive Mayor Philip Glanville was directly elected by 

the borough in 2018. He is the political leader of the Council, overseeing 

the budget and all Council services. The Mayor holds monthly casework 
surgeries in the Town Hall. To book an appointment, email: mayor@ 
hackney.gov.uk; or call: 020 8356 2212. Residents are first encouraged to 


Ss 
NPV(0) 9-1/8) contact their ward councillor. Civic and ceremonial duties are undertaken by 
(W:\\\V//E se the Speaker of Hackney. The current Speaker is Cllr Kam Adams. 


\ ‘WOODBERRY 
\ DOWN 
/ STAMFORD 
HILL WEST 


ay 
\ CLISSOLD 


7. HOXTON EAST 
& SHOREDITCH 


a 


1. BROWNSWOOD 


9. HAGGERSTON 


KING'S PARK 


HACKNEY WICK 


16. SHACKLEWELL 


2. CAZENOVE 10. HOMERTON 17. SPRINGFIELD 

3. CLISSOLD 11. HOXTON EAST & 18. STAMFORD HILL WEST 
4. DALSTON SHOREDITCH 19. STOKE NEWINGTON 

5. DE BEAUVOIR 12. HOXTON WEST 20. VICTORIA 

6. HACKNEY CENTRAL 13. KING’S PARK 21. WOODBERRY DOWN 

7. HACKNEY DOWNS 14. LEA BRIDGE 


8. HACKNEY WICK 


11. HOXTON EAST & SHOREDITCH 


Clirs Kam Adams, & Stephen Race 


Contact Cllr Adams on email: 
kam.adams@hackney.gov.uk 


Contact Cllr Race on email: 
stephen.race@hackney.gov.uk 


12. HOXTON WEST 


Clirs Clayeon McKenzie, 
Carole Williams & Yvonne Maxwell 


Contact Cllr McKenzie on email: 
clayeon.mckenzie@hackney.gov.uk 


Contact Cllr Williams on email: 
carole.williams@hackney.gov.uk 


Contact Cllr Maxwell on email: 
yvonne.maxwell@hackney.gov.uk 


13. KING’S PARK 


Clirs Sharon Patrick, & Rebecca Rennison 


Contact Cllr Patrick on email: 
sharon.patrick@hackney.gov.uk 


Contact Cllr Rennison on email: 
rebecca.rennison@hackney.gov.uk 


15. LONDON FIELDS 


14. LEA BRIDGE 


Cllrs Margaret Gordon, lan 
Rathbone & Deniz Oguzkanli 


Contact Cllr Gordon on email: 
margaret.gordon@hackney.gov.uk 


Contact Cllr Rathbone on email: ian.rathbone@ 
hackney.gov.uk or call: 07890 654 068. 


Contact Cllr Oguzkanli on email: 
deniz.oguzkanli@hackney.gov.uk 


15. LONDON FIELDS 


Cllrs Anntoinette Bramble, 
M Can Ozsen & Emma Plouviez 


Contact Cllr Bramble on email: 
anntoinette.bramble@hackney.gov.uk 


Contact Cllr Rahilly on email: 
Mcan.0zsen@hackney.gov.uk 


Contact Cllr Rennison on email: 
emma.plouviez@hackney.gov.uk 


16. SHACKLEWELL 


Clirs Michelle Gregory & Richard Lufkin 


Contact Cllr Gregory on email: 
michelle.gregory@hackney.gov.uk 


Contact Cllr Lufkin on email: 
richard.lufkin@hackney.gov.uk 


VIRTUAL SURGERIES 


WHILE physical surgeries are not 
happening at the moment due to 


coronavirus, you can still contact your 

local councillor, some of whom are 
holding virtual surgeries instead. Email your 
councillor using the format ‘firstname. 
lasthame@hackney.gov.uk’ or call 0208 


356 3373 for more information about 
contacting your local representatives. 


17. SPRINGFIELD 
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Clirs Simche Steinberger, 
Michael Levy & Harvey Odze 


Contact Cllr Steinberger on email: 
simche.steinberger@hackney.gov.uk 


Contact Cllr Levy on email: 
michael.levy@hackney.gov.uk 


Contact Cllr Odze on email: 


Harvey.0dze@hackney.gov.uk 
on call: 020 8356 1233. 


18. STAMFORD HILL WEST 


Clirs Aron Klein & Benzion Papier 


Contact clirs at Members Services 
on: 020 8356 3373; or email: 
members.services@hackney.gov.uk 


19. STOKE NEWINGTON 


AS 


Clirs Susan Fajana-Thomas, 
Mete Coban & Gilbert Smyth 


Contact Cllr Fajana-Thomas on email: 
susan.fajanathomas@hackney.gov.uk 


Contact Cllr Coban on email: 
mete.coban@hackney.gov.uk 


Contact Cllr Smyth on email: 
gilbert.smyth@hackney.gov.uk 


20. VICTORIA 


Clirs Katie Hanson, Clare Joseph 
& Penny Wrout 


Contact Cllr Patrick on email: 
katie.hanson@hackney.gov.uk 


Contact Cllr Rahilly on email: 
clare.joseph@hackney.gov.uk 


Contact Cllr Rennison on email: 
penny.wrout@hackney.gov.uk 


21. WOODBERRY DOWN 


Clirs Jon Burke & Caroline Selman 


Contact Cllr Burke on email: 
jon.burke@hackney.gov.uk 


Contact Cllr Selman on email: 
caroline.selman@hackney.gov.uk 


Have your =a 
on the Sir Robert 
Geffrye statue 


The Museum of the 
Home on Kingsland Road 
is inviting Hackney 
residents to have their say 
on the future of the statue 
of Sir Robert Geffrye on 
its building. The Museum 
is housed in almshouses 
built in 1714 with money 
from Sir Robert Geffrye, 
an English merchant who 
made money from 
involvement with the 
slave trade. 

Sonia Solicari, Director 
of the Museum of the 
Home said: “Homes 
should be welcoming 
places of shelter and 
security, love and 
comfort. This is what we 
want the Museum to 
represent. The Museum’s 
own home has been the 
subject of much debate in 
recent weeks. 

“We know that for 
many the statue of Sir 


Meetings 


COUNCIL MEETINGS IN JUNE 
29 Cabinet 


have|ilyour]|/say 


towards Hackney 
Council’s planned wider 
review of the role of 
statues and the naming 

of buildings, streets, parks 
and other public spaces 

in Hackney.” 

Have your say on the 
future of the statue by 
visiting: museumof- 
thehome.org.uk. Or by 
text, you can send your 
thoughts on the statue to: 
07380 396099. 


Robert Geffrye represents 
abuse, oppression and the 
history of thousands of 
enslaved people torn from 
their homes and families. 

“We welcome this 
important debate and 
want the voices of our 
communities to be 
heard.” 

Philip Glanville, Mayor 
of Hackney said: “This 
consultation about the 
statue is the first step 


Licensing sub-committee 7pm 
Health in Hackney scrutiny commission 7pm 


30 Scrutiny panel 


Children and young people scrutiny commission 7pm 


COUNCIL MEETINGS IN JULY 
Planning sub-committee 


Standards committee 6.30pm 
Licensing sub-committee 7pm 


Licensing sub-committee 


Living in Hackney scrutiny commission 7pm 


Cabinet procurement committee 


Licensing sub-committee 2pm 


Licensing sub-committee 


Cabinet 6pm 


Health and wellbeing board 


Skills, economy and growth scrutiny commission 7pm 


LBH Integrated Commissioning Board 


Licensing sub-committee 2pm 


7 tt Ga www.hackney.gov.uk/hackney-today 


J For solutions see: 
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Top tip: 


° Put a bag or a bin in your 
bathroom just for recycling 


TAM 


Shaving 


You can how 


RECYCLE 
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HM Government 


STAY ALERT 10 


THE SYMPTOMS 


No one in your household should leave home 
if any one person has symptoms. 


Find out how to get a test, and how long to 
isolate, at nhs.uk/coronavirus 


